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Dear  Reviewer: 

Enclosed  for  your  review  and  comment  is  the  draft  environmental 
prepared  on  Proposed  Wilderness  Management  for  the  Western 
Study  Project  in  the  Escondido- Border  Planning  Unit,  Califorfria 
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impact  statement 
Counties  Wilderness 
Desert  District, 


The  statement  was  prepared  pursuant  to  Section  102  (2)  (c)  of 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969.  It  is  based  on  Information 
Land  Management  and  other  sources,  including  Federal,  State, 
and  interested  private  organizations  and  citizens. 


by 


Comments  on  the  environmental  statement  should  be  received 
later  than  in  order  to  be  included  in  the 

Comments  received  after  the  established  60-day  review  period 
in  the  subsequent  decision  process,  in  the  event  the  comments 
late  for  inclusion  in  the  final  statement.  Your  comments 
to: 

Area  Manager 

El  Centro  Resource  Area 

333  South  Waterman  Ave. 

El  Centro,  California  92243 

Sincerely , 


(j^U^JJi  Cf> 


Gerald  E.  Hillier 
District  Manager 
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(X)  Draft 


U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  California  Desert 
District,  California. 


(  )  Final  Enviroimental  Statement 


1)   Type  of  Action: 


2) 


5) 

6) 


(X)  Administrative 


(  )  Legislative 


The  EIS  area  is  located  in  the  Western  Riverside  and  San  Diego  Counties, 
California,  and  encompasses  30,883  acres  of  public  land.  The  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  proposes  to  recommend  17,774  acres  suitable  for  wilderness 
des  ignat  ion . 


acres 


The   proposed    action   recommends   wilderness   designation, 
action  within  two  years,    on   the  Agua  Tibia  WSA  (360 
portions  of   the  Beauty  Mountain  WSA   (6,190  acres),    5615 
Otay  Mountain  WSA,   and   5,609  acres  of  Southern  Otay  Mount 
of  17,774  acres.     Areas  recommended  as  nonsuitable  include 
WSA,  and  the  remainders  of  the  Beauty  Mountain,  Western  0 
Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSA's,  a  total  of  13,109  acres. 


for   Congressional 

),    the  eastern 

acres  of  Western 

ain  WSA,  a  total 

Hauser  Mountain 

:ay  Mountain,  and 


3)   Summary  of  Environmental  Impacts 


Th 


eat 


The  designation  of  a  WSA  as  a  wilderness  area  will  es 
wilderness  resources  as  that  area's  dominant  objective, 
ly  result  in  reduced  soil  erosion,  increased  gane  and  hun^: 
a  greater  opportunity  for  solitude  and  primitive  recr 
plants  and  wildlife,  cultural  resources,  and  Native 
receive  added  protection.  Grazing  operations  and  mineral 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  designation  will  continue, 
la t ions,  introduction  of  exotic  plants  and  animals,  and 
tion  activities  will  generally  be  precluded. 


tablish  protection  of 

is  will  general- 

ing  success,  and 

ion .   Sens  it  ive 

values  will 

entry  and  mining 

Vbgetative  manipu- 

developed  recrea- 


American 


An  area  not  designated  as  wilderness  will  allow  a  broader  utilization  of 
resources.  Intensive  uses  prohibited  in  a  wilderness  area  will  be  allowed. 
However,  wilderness  qualities  may  be  impaired  to  a  degree  that  future 
designation  will  be  precluded.  Areas  designated  as  an  ACEC  for  rare  and 
endangered  plants  will  be  managed  to  perpetuate  listed  species. 

4)   Alternatives  Considered: 


1) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

v) 


No  Wilderness  (No  Action) 
Other  Management 
Partial  Wilderness 
All  Wilderness 
Proposed  Action 


Final  date  for  report  of  comments: 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from: 


Area  Manger 

El  Centro  Resource  Area 

333  South  Waterman 

El     Centro,     California 


92243 


Comments  on  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  will  be  requested  from  the 
following  agencies  and  interest  groups: 

FEDERAL 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Mines 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Geological  Survey 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Natural  Resource  Library 

National  Park  Service 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Environmental  Quality  Affairs 
Forest  Service 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
Animal  Health  Services 

U.S.  Senators  (California) 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives(California) 

Department  of  Commerce 

Department  of  Justice 
Border  Patrol 
Customs 

Department  of  Treasury 

CALIFORNIA  -  STATE  AGENCIES 

Office  of  the  Governor 

Office  of  Planning  and  Research 

State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Resources  Agency 

Department  of  Water  Resources 
Air  Resources  Board 
Division  of  Mines  and  Geology 
Division  of  Oil  and  Gas 
Division  of  State  Lands 


Resources  .Agency  (cont'd) 

Native  American  Heritage  Commission  Service 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department  of  Forestry 

University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles,  Department  of  Biology 
University  of  California  at  San  Diego 
J^ — "^" 
San  Diego  State  University 
CALIFORNIA  -  LOCAL  AGENCIES 
Riverside  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Riverside  County  Planning  Department 
Riverside  County  Department  of  Fire  Protection 
Riverside  County  Parks  Department 

San  Diego  County  Board  of  Supervisors 

San  Diego  County  Office  of  Fire  Services 

San  Diego  County  Department  of  Planning  and  Land  Use 

San  Diego  County  Parks  and  Recreation 

San  Diego  County  Air  Pollution  Control 

San  Diego  Agricultural  Commissioners  Office 

San  Diego  County  Farm  Advisor 

San  Diego  Association  of  Governments  (SANDAG) 

OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council,  FNC 

Sierra  Club 

California  Native  Plant  Society 

Audubon  Society 


OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS  (cont'd) 

Desert  Bighorn  Council 

Wilderness  Society 

California  Wildlife  Federation 

San  Diego  Cattlemen's  Association 

American  Motorcyclist  Association,  Distict  38 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

San  Diego  County  Archaeological  Society 

Pacific  Crest  Trail  Blazers 

Desert  Protective  Council 

Citizens  ORV  Committee 

Southwestern  Prospectors  and  Miners 

Nature  Conservancy 

California  Association  of  4  Wheel  Drive  Clubs 

California  Off  Road  Vehicle  Association 

California  Desert  District  Grazing  Advisory  Board 

Desert  Area  Research  Team 


SUMMARY 
This  EIS  examines  5  alternatives   .... 

1.  No  Wilderness  (No  Action)   (30,883  acres  non-suitable) 

2.  Other    Management     (30,883    acre    non-suitable    of 

3.  Partial  Wilderness  (22,571  suitable,  8,312  non-su^Lt 

4.  All  Wilderness  (30,883  acres) 

5.  Proposed   Action    (17,774   acres   suitable;    13,109 


which    13,692    ACEC) 


acres   non-suitable) . 


Dealing  with  6  issues   .... 

1.  Wilderness 

2.  Recreation 

3.  Fire 

4.  Mineral  Exploration  and  Development 

5.  National  Security 

Concerning  5  Wilderness  Study  Areas  .... 


1.  Agua  Tibia 

2.  Beauty  Mountain 

3.  Hauser  Mountain 

4.  Western  Otay  Mountain 

5.  Southern  Otay  Mountain 


(      360  acres) 

(11,342  acres) 

(  9,489  acres) 

(  5,751  acres) 

(  7,941  acres) 


WILDERNESS  IMPACT  SUMMARY 


Element 


Alternative  1 
No  Wilderness 


Alternative  2 


Alternative  3 


Alternative  4 


Alternative  5 


Wilderness 
Des  ignat  ion 

a.  Suitable 

b.  Nonsuitable 

c.  Total  WSAs 

Recreation  -  ORV  Use 
Linear  Miles 
Eliminated 


0 
30,883  (100%) 
30,883  (100%) 


0  miles 


Other  ManagemenT 


Partial  Wilderness 


All  Wilderness 


360  (  1.2%) 
30,523  (  98.8%) 
30,883  (100.0%) 


0  miles 


22,571  (  73.1%) 

8,312  (  26.9%) 

30,883  (100.0%) 


23  miles 


30,883  (100.0%) 

0  (  0.0%) 

30,883  (100.0%) 


35  miles 


Proposed  Action" 


17,774  (  57.6%) 
13,109  (  42.4%) 
30,883  (100.0%) 


19  miles 


Fire 

Pre  &  Post 
Suppression 


Minerals 


Vegetation  -  Rare, 
Endangered,  & 
Threatened  Species 


Moderate  degradation 
of  wilderness  values 
(30,883  acres). 

Little  increase  in 
safety  risks. 


Moderate  degradation 
of  wilderness  values 
(30,523  acres). 

-  Little  increase  in 
safety  risks. 


No  impact  anticipated.    No  impact  anticipated 


Moderate.  Negative 
impacts  possible. 


Positive  impact 
expected. 


Low  -  Moderate  degrada- 
tion of  wilderness 
values  (8,312  acres). 

-  Little  to  moderate 
increase  in  safety 
risks. 

Low  to  moderate  impact 
expected  on  mineral 
development  &  explor- 
ation. No  new  claims 
or  leases  in  suitable 
areas. 

Positive  &  negative 
impacts  expected 
due  to  differences 
in  the  life  history 
of  various  species. 
Magnitude  of  impact 
is  unknown. 


Low  degradation 
of  wilderness 


VfllllPS 


en 


i). 


-   Little  to  moderate 
increase  in 
safety  risks. 

Sane  as  Alternative  3. 


Low  -  Moderate  degrada- 
tion of  wilderness 
values  ^13  109  acres) 

-  Little  to  moderate 
increase  in 
safety  risks. 

Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Element 


Alternative  1 


Alternative  2 


Alternative  3 


Alternative  4 


Alternative  5 


National  Security 
Border  Patrol 


Navy  Training 
Flights 


Communication  Sites 


No  Wilderness 


No  adverse  impact 
expected . 

No  adverse  impact 
expected. 


No  adverse  impact 
expected . 


Other  Management 


Partial  Wilderness 


All  Wilderness 


Proposed  Action 


Sane  as  Alternative  1. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 


Low  to  moderate 
impact  to  operations. 

Termination  of  training 
flights  or  reduction 
in  wilderness  qualities. 

Moderate  impact  due  to 
increased  chance  of 
damage  from  fires. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 


Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Sane  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  1. 


Sane  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  3, 
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CHAPTER  1 


INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER  1 
INTRODUCTION 


LOCATION 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  proposes  a  Wilderness  Management  Program  affecting 

30,883  acres  of  public  lands  surrounding  2,205  acres  of  pr pa tely-owned glands 

and  approximately  150,000  acres  of  publicly-owned  lands  in  t 

Planning  Unit,  California.  Collectively,  the  lands  under  rev 

as  the  Western  Counties  Wilderness  Study  Project  (WCWSP)  and  are  contiguous  to 

15,934  acres  of  National  Forest  lands  designated  as  wildernesls. 


The  five  Wilderness  Study  Areas  are  located  in  the  western  portions  of  Riverside 
and  San  Diego  counties,  California.  Agua  Tibia  WSA  (360  acres)  is  located 
entirely  within  Riverside  County  and  is  contiguous  with  the  UJ.S.  Forest  Service- 
administered  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area.  Beauty  Mountain  WSA  (11,342  acres) 
straddles  the  boundary  between  both  counties.  Hauser  Mountain  (5,489  acres), 
Western  Otay  Mountain  (5,751  acres),  Southern  Otay  Mountain  (7,941  acres) 
wilderness  study  areas  are  within  San  Diego  County  and  are  eif 
near  the  Mexico/US  border. 

PURPOSE  AND  NEED 


ther  adjacent  to  or 


The  purpose  of  this  action  is  to  determine  whether  or  no:  each  of  the  five 
wilderness  study  areas  (WSAs)  within  the  planning  unit  should  be  designated  as 
suitable  for  inclusion  within  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System.  This 
evolves  from  a  need  expressed  by  Congress  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  to 
inventory  all  roadless  areas  under  public  ownership  possessing  wilderness 
qualities  to  "secure  for  the  American  people... the  benefits  of  an  enduring 
resource  of  wilderness." 

Comb's  Peak  WSA  (CA-060-021 ;  71  acres)  will  not  be  considered.  Subsequent  to 
the  Final  Intensive  Inventory:  Public  Lands  Administered  Jby_  BlMJ^A^rnia^ 
Outside  the  California  Desert  Conservation  Area:  Wilderness.  December  1979,  the 
California  Park  and  Recreation  Commission  "established  the  Anza-Borrego  Desert 
State  Wilderness  from  the  Sheep  Canyon  Roadless  Area.  Comb's  Peak  wilderness 
study  area  is  not  contiguous  to  the  State  Wilderness  and  is  too  small  to  qualify 
on  its  own  as  an  addition  to  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 
Currently,  an  amendment  to  the  wilderness  inventory  is  being  prepared  by  BLM's 
California  State  Office  for  deleting  Comb's  Peak  as  a  WSA. 


SIGNIFICANT  RESOURCES  AND  CONCERNS 


Wilderness  Manageability 


Need  to  establish  boundaries  t 
identified  in  the  field.   Need 
daries  that  will  maximize  the 
experience.   Can  intrusions  of 
Mountain  and  Hauser  Mountain  WSAs 
rehabilitated. 


hat  can  be  readily 

to  establish  boun- 

ity  of  wilderness 

man  in  the  Beauty 

realistically,  be 


qual 
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Recreation 


Fire 


Minerals 


Rare,  Endangered,  & 
Threatened  Plants 


National  Security 


Beauty  Mountain  WSA  and  Hauser  Mountain  WSA  have  been 
suggested  by  OELV  users  as  areas  that  could  fill  a 
void  in  places  where  ORV  use  is  permitted  near  San 
Diego  and  Los  Angeles. 

The  heavy  accumulation  of  chaparral  poses  a  serious 
fire  danger  in  each  WSA.  The  importance  of  fire 
management  is  extremely  important  for  the  Western  and 
Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  because  of  the  threat  to 
adjacent  communication  sites  and  the  proximity  to  the 
US/Mexican  border. 

With  improvements  in  economic  viability,  Beauty 
Mountain  WSA  has  the  greatest  potential  of  the  five 
WSAs  for  mineral  development. 

Western  and  Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  contains  over 
23  species  of  plants  that  are  far  from  being  com- 
pletely understood  either  by  species  or  as  a  unique 
community. 

Hauser  Mountain,  Western  Otay  Mountain,  and  Southern 
Otay  Mountain  are  used  for  Border  Patrol  operations 
to  apprehend  undocumented  aliens  and  smugglers.  The 
two  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  are  used  for  low  level  moun- 
tainous helicopter  training  flights. 
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CHAPTER  2 
ALTERNATIVES 


CHAPTER  II 
ALTERNATIVES 


WILDERNESS  STUDY  PROCESS 

The  BLM  identified  wilderness  study  areas    (WSAs)    in  the 

ning  Unit  during  the  California  statewide  Wilderness  Inventory 

process   and   the  WSAs   are  described   in  Wilderness : 


Public  Lands  Administered  by  BLM  California  Outside  the 
Conservation  Area  (19797:  Each  WSA  was  evaluated  as  part  o 
ning  for  the  unit.     The  following  WSAs  were  identified: 

Agua  Tibia  (       360  acres) 

Beauty  Mountain  (11,342  acres) 

Hauser  Mountain  (  5,489  acres) 

Western  Otay  Mtn.  (  5,751  acres) 

Southern  Otay  Mtn  (  7,941  acres) 


Esc<t>ndido-Border  Plan- 
The  inventory 
ive  Inventory, 
California  Desert 


Interns  i 


The  next  step  in  the  process  was  to  develop  alternative  opti 
WSAs.      Each   alternative  has   different   objectives.      For  ex, 
(All  Wilderness)  places  primary  priority  on  preservation  arid 
on  other   uses,    whereas    the  objectives    for  Alternative   1    (N 
primary    emphasis    on    other    multiple    uses    and    development 
consists  of  a  different  mix  of  suitability  recommendations. 


obs  for  managing  the 

iple,   Alternative  4 

secondary  emphasis 

Wilderness)   place 

Each    alternative 


exam' 


[o 


has 


es 
in 


To  date,  the  process  for  recommending  an  area  as  suitable 
phases.   Phase  1  determined  issues  that  should  be  addr 
identified  both  internally  and  through  meetings  with 
representing  a  broad  spectrum  of  resource  interest.  Wilderr 
one  of  the  issues  identified  for  resolution  through  the  plant 
2  recommended  specific  uses  of  particular  tracts  of  land 
resource  conflicts.  This  was  done  by  BLM  staff  specialists 
mental  agencies  and  representatives  of  user  groups,  and  ' 
ular  resource  "single  use"  recommendation  for  review.  . 
internal  review  by  an  interdisciplinary  team  to  identify 
and  mitigate  impacts.   Additionally,  three  separate 
conducted  to  present  the  preferred  alternative  and  receive 


.forn 


wi 


Following  the  public  review  of  the  final  EIS,  the  Call 
Manager  will  review  the  preliminary  FEIS  and  associated  publ 
making  his  final  wilderness  recommendations.  However,  the  w 
tions  do  not  represent  a  final  decision  of  the  Secretary 
Further  requirements  specified  by  Congress  remain  to  be  sat-' 
to  wilderness,  involving  both  the  areas  shown  in  this  pi ak 
wilderness  designation  and  the  areas  shown  as  "nonsuit able, 
wilderness  recommendations  in  this  EIS  are  preliminary 
change  during  further  administrative  review. 


plan 
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the  overall  pian- 


occurred  in  three 

sed.   Issues  were 

terested  citizens 

ess  suitability  was 

inning  process.  Phase 

without  considering 

vyho  met  with  govern- 

their  partic- 

3  consisted  of  an 

resolve  conflicts 

ic  workshops  were 

suggested  changes. 


presented 
Phase 
ard 
publ 


ia  Desert  District 
ic  comments  prior  to 
Llderness  recommenda- 

of  the  Inter  ior . 

isfied  with  respect 

as  "suitable"  for 

Therefore,  all  the 

and  are  subject  to 


Only  Congress  can  designate  an  area  as  wilderness.  Both  FLPMA  and  the  Wilder- 
ness Act  establish  a  process  by  which  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment sends  his  recommendations  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  sends  his 
recommendations  to  the  President,  who  then  sends  his  recommendations  to  Congress 
for  final  action.  The  following  requirements  remain  to  be  satisfied  before  the 
Secretary  can  send  his  recommendations  to  the  President:  (1)  Public  hearings 
required  by  the  Wilderness  Act  must  be  held  on  the  proposed  recommendations;  and 
(2)  Mineral  surveys  required  by  FLPMA  "prior  to  any  recommendations  for  the 
designation  of  an  area  as  wilderness,"  will  "be  conducted  by  the  Geological 
Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  determine  the  mineral  values,  if  any,  that  may 
be  present  in  such  areas."  (The  latter  requirement  applies  only  to  areas 
recommended  as  "suitable"  for  wilderness  designation.) 

A  report  will  be  prepared  for  each  wilderness  study  area.  The  report  will 
include  a  summary  of  recommendations,  the  EIS,  the  results  of  the  USGS/BM/BLM 
mineral  surveys,  transcripts  of  public  hearings,  and  comments  received.  The 
report,  as  required  by  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964,  will  be  transmitted  first  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  then  to  the  President.  These  requirements 
will  be  met  as  soon  as  possible  after  publication  of  the  Final  EIS,  and  must  in 
any  case  be  met  by  no  later  than  October  21,  1991.  Within  two  years  of  the 
receipt  of  the  report  from  the  Secretary,  the  President  must  advise  Congress  of 
his  recommendations  with  respect  to  designation  as  wilderness  of  each  WSA, 
together  with  a  map  of  the  area  and  a  definition  of  its  boundaries.  Until 
Congress  decides  whether  or  not  each  WSA  will  be  managed  as  a  wilderness  area, 
each  WSA  will  be  managed  in  accordance  with  the  Bureau's  Interim  Management 
Policy  and  Guidelines  for  Lands  Under  Wilderness  Review  (December  12,   1979). 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  ALTERNATIVES 

Alternative  1  —  No  Wilderness  (No  Change) 

Object  ives 


Agua  Tibia,  Beauty  Mountain,  Hauser  Mountain,  Western g 
ern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  will  be  managed  for  the  utilization 
including  those  not  compatible  with  wilderness. 


b^ntain,  and  South- 
of  all  resources, 


Specifically  -  Suppress  all  fires  with  all  means  available. 


-  Maintain  existing  recreation  program  and 
on  a  case  by  case  basis. 

-  Manage  minerals  development  on  a  case  by 
the  provisions  of  43  CFR  3809. 


evaluate  new  proposals 


case  basis  and  within 


Manage  rare,  endangered,  and  threatened  plants 


-  Continue  to  authorize  the  Border  Patrol 
lands . 


operat 


Description  of  Alternative 

All  WSAs,  a  total  of  30,883  acres,  are  recommended  as  nonsuit 
designation.     Present  management  as  iden     f  ed  in  the  I 


table  for  wilderness 
Escond  ido-Border  Planning 


llnitf  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP)  1975  would  continue. 
Alternative  2  —  Other  Management 

Objectives 

Western  Otay  Mountain  and  Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs,   and  a 
require  special  management  to: 


ctf 


Provide  ACEC  designation  for  the  protection 
nity  of  rare,  endangered,  and  threatened  plant 
have  a  wide  variety  of  treatments  available - 


-  Actively  manage  the  fire  danger  of  the  area 
sensitive  plants  and  adjacent  communication  s 

Additional  objectives   for  Agua  Tibia,    Beauty  Mountain,    and 
the  same  as  for  Alternative  1. 

Description  of  Alternatives 

Alternative  2  recommends  Western  and  Southern  Otay  »j£tafa 
public  lands  as  a  single  ACEC  for  the  protection  of  the  . 
present. 


sens 
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at  current  levels, 
ions  on  public 


djacent  public  lands 


the  unique  comnu- 
species,  but  still 


flor  the  protection  of 
ites. 


Hauser  Mountain  are 


WSAs  and  contiguous 
iitive  plant  species 


Alternative  One:    No  Wilderness 
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OTAY     MOUNTAIN 
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Suitable    Areas 
Non-Suitable  Areas 
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Alternative  Two:    Other  Management 
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MAUSER     MOUNTAIN 


R    4    E 


LEGEND 


WSA     Boundary 
ACEC    Boundary 
Suitable    Areas 
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All  five  WSAs  are  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  Agua 
Tibia,  Hauser  Mountain,  and  Beauty  Mountain  WSAs  will  be  managed  as  presently 
identified  in  the  Escondido-Border  Planning  Units  Management  Framework  Plan. 

Alternative  3  —  Partial  Wilderness 

Object  ives 

The  objective  for  Agua  Tibia  WSA  is  to  recommend  the  360  acre  unit  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  the  unit  should  be  added  to  the  Cleveland  National 
Forest  as  an  extension  of  the  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area. 

Beauty  Mountain  and  Western  Otay  Mountain  have  the  common  objective  of  recom- 
mending a  combination  of  suitable  and  nonsuitable  areas  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion so  as  to: 

-  Provide  a  quality  wilderness  experience. 

-  Provide  for  ease  of  wilderness  management. 

-  Maintain  the  quality  of  watersheds  and  soil  stability. 

-  Protect  visual  resources. 

-  Protect  sensitive  plant  habitat  by  permitting  natural  succes- 
sional  processes  to  continue. 

An  additional  objective  is  to  recommend  that  Hauser  Mountain  WSA  be  managed  for 
the  utilization  of  all  resources,  including  those  not  compatible  with  wilder- 
ness. The  size  and  topography  of  the  WSA  together  preclude  a  viable  partial 
wilderness  option  that  would  reduce  conflicts  with  wilderness. 

Description  of  Alternatives 

Alternative  3  recommends  that  22,571  acres  be  designated  suitable  and  8,312 
acres  be  designated  nonsuitable  for  wilderness. 

The  boundary  for  the  9,232  acre  suitable  portion  of  Beauty  Mountain  utilizes 
natural  features  and  existing  intrusions  to  improve  field  identification  of  the 
wilderness  boundary.  Deleted  are  very  narrow  parcels  of  land  where  it  would  be 
difficult  to  provide  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  solitude.  The  largest 
inholding  has  been  deleted  as  have  some  of  the  existing  vehicle  trails  that 
would  require  rehabilitation. 

Western  Otay  Mountain's  5,615  acre  suitable  area  deletes  a  very  small,  narrow 
parcel  that  is  physcially  isolated  from  the  unit  by  a  ravine.  It  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  provide  a  wilderness  experience  within  the  deleted 
area. 

Southern  Otay  Mountain's  7,364  acre  suitable  area  deletes  several  small  and 
narrow  parcels  of  lands  that  would  provide  a  minimal  wilderness  experience. 
Simultaneously,  natural  features  are  followed  to  provide  a  wilderness  boundary 
that  is  readily  identifiable  in  the  field. 
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Alternative  Three:    Partial  Wilderness 
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R    4    E 


Hauser  Mountain  WSA  is  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
Present  management  as  identified  in  the  Escondido-Border  Planning  Units  Management 
Framework  Plan  will  apply  to  all  nonsuitable  lands. 

Agua  Tibia  WSAs1  360  acre  suitable  area  should  be  added  to  the  Cleveland  National 
Forest  as  an  expansion  of  the  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area. 

Alternative  4  —  All  Wilderness 

Objectives 

The  objectives  for  Agua  Tibia,  Beauty  Mountain,  Hauser  Mountian,  Western  Otay 
Mountain,  and  Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  are: 

-  Maximize  wilderness  acreage  administered  by  BLM  in  the  WCWSP  by 
recommending  all  wilderness  study  acreage  as  suitable  for  designa- 
tion as  wilderness. 

-  Maintain  the  quality  of  the  watersheds  and  the  visual  resources. 

-  Protect  sensitive  plant  habitat  by  allowing  natural  successional 
processes  to  continue. 

Description  of  Alternative 

Alternative  4  recommends  that  all  WSAs  be  designated  as  wilderness,  a  total  of 
30,883  acres. 

All  vehicle  routes  will  be  closed  and  rehabilitation  will  be  attempted.  Access  to 
inholdings  will  not  be  prevented. 

Agua  Tibia  WSA  should  be  added  to  the  Cleveland  National  Forest  as  an  expansion  of 
the  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area. 

Alternative  5  —  Proposed  Action 

Object  ive 

The  objective  for  the  Agua  Tibia,  Beauty  Mountain,  Western  Otay  Mountain,  and 
Southern  Otay  Mountain  WSAs  are: 

-  Provide  a  quality  wilderness  experience  within  the  planning  area. 

-  Maintain  the  quality  of  watersheds  and  soil  stability. 

-  Protect  visual  resources. 

-  Protect  sensitive  plant  habitat  by  allowing  natural  successional 
processes  to  continue. 

— Provide  for  ease  of  wilderness  management. 
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Alternative  Four:    All  Wilderness 
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HAUSER     MOUNTAIN 
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The  objective  for  Hauser  Mountain  and  nonsuitable  portions  of  Beauty  Mountain, 
Western  Otay  Mountain,  and  Southern  Otay  Mauntain  WSAs  is  to  manage  for  utiliza- 
tion of  all  resources,  including  those  not  compatible  with  wilderness  designa- 
tion. 

Description  of  Alternatives 

Alternative  5  recommends  that  Agua  Tibia  WSA's  360  acres  be  designated  as 
wilderness.  The  unit  is  recommended  for  simultaneous  inclusion  into  the  Cleve- 
land National  Forest  as  an  addition  to  the  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area. 

The  western  portion  of  Beauty  Mountain  is  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  because  it  contains  a  very  large  inholding.  The  inholding  is 
surrounded  by  relatively  narrow  parcels  of  public  land  with  rolling  topography. 
Vehicle  routes  for  meeting  legal  mandates  for  access  to  the  parcels  would 
further  disect  the  unit.  As  a  result,  there  is  a  low  probability  that  the 
western  portion  of  the  WSA  could  provide  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  soli- 
tude/ primitive  recreation.  Some  vehicle  trails  would  not  need  rehabilitation. 
These  sane  vehicle  trails  would  provide  access  for  providing  fire  protection  to 
private  properties.  Natural  features,  existing  vehicle  trails,  and  property 
lines  are  followed  to  provide  a  boundary  that  can,  for  the  most  part,  be  identi- 
fied in  the  field.  Three  small  parcels  (two  in  the  northeast  and  one  in  the 
southeast)  of  the  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  because  their  configuration 
severely  limits  managing  them  as  wilderness.  Wilderness  management  problems  are 
reduced  because  natural  features  and  vehicle  trails  are  used  to  provide  an 
enforceable  boundary.  In  the  case  of  the  southeastern  parcel,  problems  associ- 
ated with  access  routes  to  mining  claims,  erosion,  mining  scars,  inholdings,  and 
the  rehabilitation  of  vehicle  trails  are  significantly  reduced.  In  total  5,152 
acres  are  recommended  as  nonsuitable  and  6,190  acres  are  recommended  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Western  Otay  Mountain  WSA's  recommendation  is  the  same  as  in  Alternative  3. 

Alternative  5  recommends  5,609  acres  of  Southern  Otay  Mountain  as  suitable  and 
2,332  acres  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  Except  for  a  quarter 
mile  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  disected  from  the  suitable  are  by  private  lands. 
The  suitable  boundary  will  follow  the  western  edge  of  the  private  land  and  a 
small  ridgeline. 
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Alternative  Five:    Proposed  Action 
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Implications  of  Wilderness  Designation 

Section  306(a)  of  FLPMA  directs  the  BUM  to  review  roadless  areas  for  wilderness 
quantities.  Congress  reserved  the  right  to  designate  wilderness  areas.  Following 
this  designation,  BLM  will  administer  wilderness  areas  utilizing  the  same  provi- 
sions of  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  which  apply  to  National  Forest  wilderness 
areas.  Table  2-2  identifies  the  relationship  between  wilderness  managment  under 
the  act  and:  (1)  earlier  legislation  and  (2)  certain  of  the  resources  present 
within  the  WSA. 


0* 


,v 


TABLE  2-2 
Implications  of  Wilderness  Designation 

Multiple-Use-      Wilderness  Act   states   that   there  is  no  basic  conflict.     However, 
Sustained-Yield  motorized    vehicles    and    equipment,    landing    of    aircraft,    roads, 
structures,    installations,   and  commercial  enterprises  are  prohib- 
ited. 


Act  of  1960 


Mining  Law  of 
1872 


Access 


Land  Exchange 


neral  entry  and  development /jfe==wiiderHess=^areas 
■only— URt43r~midn-ight,   DeeeBabe^--34T--19B^r^af-ter~^4ch-on1y  patented 
■and  parent-pending  claims  may  continue  operations-    -Ail— title— to— . 
-tand— surface—is-^reserved  Lo  the  United— States^.     Ne  use  of  sur-f-aee 


that  i&jznot  reasonably  required  for  mining  or  ■pgespecting  except. 
as  otherwise  express-ly  provided  in  Wilderness  Act-»   rVot***y <y 

Right  of  access  to  mining;  claims,  state-owned  and  privately-owned 
land  is  presreved,  and  roads  can  be  maintained. 

Public  land  outside  wilderness  can  be  exchanged  for  inholdings. 
However,  wilderness  designated  lands  cannot  be  exchanged.  They 
may  be  transferred  to  other  Federal  agencies  authorized  to  admin- 
ister units  of  the  NWPS. 


Grazing 


Wildlife  and 
Vegetation 


Wilderness 
Management 
Plans 

Emergency 
Situations 


Wildfires  and 

Insect 

Epidemics 


Grazing  existing  prior  to  designation  may  continue  under  the 
Wilderness  Act.  Certain  uses,  such  as  use  of  motorized  vehicles 
to  support  grazing,  are  permissible  (House  Report  96-617).  No  new 
grazing  uses  permitted  without  act  of  Congress  after  designation. 
However,  allotment  management  plans  may  be  developed  for  existing 
grazing  leases. 

Exotic  species  cannot  be  introduced.  Most  vegetation  eradication 
measures  prohibited  unless  case-by-case  assessment  indicates  minor 
impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Will  be  developed  and  will  specify  visitor  management  methods 
needed  to  mitigate  human  impacts  on  wilderness  values.  Will 
specify  systems  to  monitor  use  and  detect  adverse  impacts. 

Wilderness  qualities  may  be  adversely  affected  in  situations 
involving  human  health  and  safety.  Law  enforcement  agencies  may 
use  motor  vehicles  in  emergencies.  Normal  patrol  would  be  barred, 
however . 

May  be  attacked  with  any  tool  available.  Tools  and  methods  will 
be  selected  to  cause  minimum  degradation.  Pre-  and  post-  suppres- 
sion methods  permitted,  but  should  benefit  wilderness. 
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WILDERNESS  IMPACT  SUMMARY 


Element 


Alternative  1 


Wilderness 
Des  ignat  ion 

a.  Suitable 

b.  Nonsuitable 

c.  Total  WSAs 

Recreation  -  ORV  Use 
Linear  Miles 
Eliminated 


No  Wilderness 


0 
30,883  (100%) 
30,883  (100%) 


0  miles 


Alternative  2 


Other  Management 


360  (  1.2%) 
30,523  (  98.8%) 
30,883  (100.0%) 


0  miles 


Alternative  3 


Partial  Wilderness 


22,571  (  73.1%) 

8,312  (  26.9%) 

30,883  (100.0%) 


23  miles 


Alternative  4 
All  Wilderness 


30,883  (100.0%) 

0  (  0.0%) 

30,883  (100.0%) 


35  miles 


Alternative  5 


Proposed  Action" 


17,774  (  57.6%) 
13,109  (  42.4%) 
30,883  (100.0%) 


19  miles 


Fire 

Pre  &  Post 
Suppression 


Minerals 


Vegetation  -  Rare, 
Endangered,  & 
Threatened  Species 


Moderate  degradation 
of  wilderness  values 
(30,883  acres). 

Little  increase  in 
safety  risks. 


Moderate  degradation 
of  wilderness  values 
(30,523  acres). 

-  Little  increase  in 
safety  risks. 


No  impact  anticipated.    No  impact  anticipated 


Moderate.  Negative 


impacts  possible. 


Positive  impact 


Low  -  Moderate  degrada- 
tion of  wilderness 
values  (8,312  acres). 

-  Little  to  moderate 
increase  in  safety 
risks. 

Low  to  moderate  impact 
expected  on  mineral 
development  &  explor- 
ation. No  new  claims 
or  leases  in  suitable 
areas. 

Positive  &  negative 


Low  degradation 
of  wilderness 
values  (0  acres) . 

-  Little  to  moderate 
increase  in 
safety  risks. 

Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Low  -  Moderate  degrada- 
tion of  wilderness 
values  (13,109  acres). 

-  Little  to  moderate 
increase  in 
safety  risks. 

Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  3. 


Same  as  Alternative  3. 


expected. 


impacts  expected 
due  to  differences 
in  the  life  history 
of  various  species. 
Magnitude  of  impact 
is  unknown. 


Element 


Alternative  1 


Alternative  2 


Alternative  3 


Alternative  4 


Alternative  5 


National  Security 
Border  Patrol 


Navy  Training 
Flights 


Communication  Sites 


No  Wilderness 


No  adverse  impact 
expected . 

No  adverse  impact 
expected. 


No  adverse  impact 
expected. 


Other  Management 


Partial  Wilderness 


All  Wilderness 


Proposed  Action 


Sane  as  Alternative  1. 


Sane  as  Alternative  1. 


Same  as  Alt  ernat  ive  1 . 


Low  to  moderate 
impact  to  operations. 

Termination  of  training 

flights  or  reduction 

in  wilderness  qualities. 

Moderate  impact  due  to 
increased  chance  of 
damage  from  fires. 


Sane  as  Alternative  1. 


Sane  as  Alternative  3. 


Sane  as  Alternative  1. 


Sane  as  Alternative  3. 


Sane  as  Alternative  3.         Sane  as  Alternative  3. 
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CHAPTER  3 


AFFECTED 
ENVIRONMENT 


CHAPTER  III 


AFFECTED  ENVIRONMENT 


DATA  BASE 


Data  was  collected  through  field  research,  review  of  current 
prepared  by  other  public  agencies,  public  meetings  and 
request  letters,  and  personal  contacts  with  known  experts. 


research  documents 
workshops ,  information 


The  wilderness  qualities  were  identified  by  field  examinat 
described  in  the  BLM  Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook,  Septemb 
meetings,  and  analysis  of  public  comments  on  the  California 
Wilderness.   Table  3-1  lists  the  criteria  used  for  determining 


L©ns  using  the  methods 

er  27,  1978;  public 

Statewide  Non-Desert 

suitability. 


GENERAL 

Population  Centers 

Six  major  California  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical 
relevant  to  the  wilderness  study  areas  in  this  EIS.  For 
document,  all  of  the  study  areas  may  be  considered  to  be 
these  cities. 


Area  are  cons  idered 
the  purposes  of  this 
sane  distance  from 


the 


STANDARD  METROPOLITAN  STATISTICAL  AREAS 


POPULATION 

PLANNING  AREA 

SMSA 

(1976) 
1,624,200 

(MILES) 

San  Diego 

30 

Riverside  -  San  Bernardino  -  Ontario 

1,264,700 

75 

Los  Angeles  -  Long  Beach 

6,997,400 

110 

Anaheim  -  Santa  Ana  -  Garden  Grove 

1,755,600 

80 

Oxnard  -  Simi  Valley  -  Ventura 

448,100 

140 

Bakers field 

355,700 

220 

Designated  Wilderness  Areas  Within  100  Miles 

Administering 

Size 

Name                   Agency 

N.F. 

{ Acres) 

San  Gorgonio           San  Bernardino 

35,000 

San  Jaunto            San  Bernardino 

N.F. 

22,000 

Agua  Tibia             Cleveland  NF. 

16,000 

Santa  Rosa  Mountains     Anza-Borrego  State  Park 

87,000 

San  Jacinto  State  Park 

10,000 

th 


In   addition   to   the   above  designated  wilderness   areas,    a 
study  in  this  region  by  BLM  and  Forest  Service  for  possibly 
Within  100  miles,   the  BLM  is  recommending  138,490  acres  in 
for   inclusion  in  the  NWPS.      Furthermore,    223,700  acres   wi 
Desert    State   Park    have    recently    been    included    in    the 
Wilderness  System. 
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Larger   area   is   under 

future  designation. 

ive  WSAs  as  suitable 

in  the  Anza-Borrego 

e   of   California's 


Stat 


TABLE  3-1 

Suitability 

Criteria  Matrix 

Western 

Southern 

Agua 

Beauty 

Hauser 

Otay 

Otay 

Tibia 

Mountain 

Mountain 

Mountain 

Mountain 

Size 

360  Acres 

11,342  Acres 

5,489  Acres 

5,751  Acres 

7,941  Acres 

Naturalness 

The  unit  is 

A  few  vehicle 

Several  vehicle 

An  unauthorized 

Most  of  the  unit 

in  a  pristine 

routes  exist. 

trails  exist. 

fuel  break  bi- 

is pristine.  A 

condition. 

Most  of  the 

Various  grazing 

sects  the  unit. 

few  mining 

unit  is  in  a 

developments 

Most  of  the 

disturbances 

pristine 

(e.g.,  fences) 
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AGUA  TIBIA 


Topography 


Recreation 
Visual  Res. 
Vegetation 

Cultural  Res. 
Fire 


Minerals 


Wildlife 


Hydrology 


Soils 


Other  Resource  Values 

As  a  small  part  of  the  Agua  Tibia  Mountain  portion  of  the  Penin- 
sular Range  geomorphic  province,  elevations  in  this  area  range 
from  518  m  (1,700  ft)  above  mean  sea  level  in  the  northwest  to  a 
maximum  altitude  of  786.5  m  (2,581  ft).  Dominant  features  include 
Peachanga  Creek  which  traverses  through  the  southwest  corner  of 
this  WSA  and  a  steep  break  along  the  northern  boundary  overlooking 
the  Paula  Valley. 


Hiking,  backpacking,  and  nature  studies 

of  recreational  use  of  the  Agua  Tibia  Wildetness 


The  WSA  has  a  VRM  Class  II  designation 
scenic  quality. 


occur  as  an  extension 
area. 


and  an  "A"  level  of 


The  WSA  contains  typical  dense  coastal  chaparral  sage  scrub 
vegetation.  No  rare  plants  are  suspectjed  to  be  within  this 
ecological  niche.  This  is  true  even  though  four  rare  plants  are 
found  on  the  low  flat  areas  near  the  WSA. 

No  sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA. 

A  moderately  heavy  flammable  materials  buildup  has  occurred  on 
most  of  the  WSA  because  the  area  has  not  burned  for  a  number  of 
years.  Inevitably,  fire  will  reoccur  in  the  WSA.  The  California 
Department  of  Forestry  provides  fire  projection  on  a  contract 
basis.  No  fuelbreaks  exist  or  have  been 
WSA. 


applied  for  within  the 


No  known  mineral  resources  exist  in  the  WSA.  USGS  identifies  the 
area  as  being  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal  steam  and 
associated  geothermal  resources.  No  mining  claims  exist  in  the 
WSA  at  this  time.  Development  work  in  the  area  is  not  anticipa- 
ted. Mineral  potential  of  the  area,  -not  including  geothermal,  is 
assumed  to  be  low.  j^c^v>4-  -hn 


A  variety  of  species  exist  within  the  WSA,  including  mule  deer, 
bobcat,  mountain  lion,  gray  fox,  red-shouldered  hawk,  California 
and  mountain  quail,  mourning  dove,  and  small-scale  lizard.  Where 
suitable  habitat  exists,  the  Least  Bell's 
latter  is  a  state-listed  Endangered  Species  and  a  federal  candi- 
date species. 


Surface  water  supplies  are  rare  and  valuable 

recreation.  The  groundwater  resources  are 

cient  quantities  to  support  extensive  development 


for  wildlife  and 
imited  and  of  insuffi- 


Sandy  soils  formed  from  decomposed  granite  occurs  on  moderately 
steep  slopes.  The  soils  are  very  susceptible  to  accelerated 
erosion  after  disturbance.  These  soils  do  provide  the  foundations 
for  valuable  wildlife  habitat  and  are  important  to  the  local 
watershed . 
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AGUA  TIBIA  cont. 


Wilderness  Manageability 


Agua  Tibia  WSA  is  a  logical  extension  of  the  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area  in  the 
Cleveland  National  Forest.  The  area  is  protected  by  steep  terrain  up  to  the 
National  Forest  boundary.  Uniformity  and  efficiency  of  management  dictates  that 
the  unit  be  managed  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  There  is  no  management  advantage 
for  using  aliquot  parts  over  metes  and  bounds  for  defining  unit's  boundary.  Legal 
access  is  limited. 


BEAUTY  MOUNTAIN 


Topography 


Recreation 


Visual  Res. 
Vegetat  ion 


Cultural  Res. 


Other  Resource  Values 

As  part  of  the  Peninsular  Range  geomorphic  province,  this  area  is 
rugged  enough  to  make  it  almost  inaccessible  to  a  person  on  foot. 
Elevations  range  from  890  m  (2,920  ft)  above  mean  sea  level  near 
Culp  Valley  in  the  northwest  to  1,691  m  (5,548  ft)  at  Beauty  Peak 
in  the  east.  Dominant  features  include  strikingly  steep  slopes 
with  a  number  of  springs  and  intermittent  streams  situated  within 
the  canyons. 

The  California  Riding  and  Hiking  Trail  follows  the  east  boundary 
of  the  WSA.  The  trail,  which  is  also  the  temporary  route  of  the 
Pacific  Crest  Trail,  is  used  for  hiking,  backpacking,  and  eques- 
trian riding. 

-  Hunting  use  does  occur.   Some  hunters  have  a  very  strong  pos- 
sessory feeling  towards  the  area. 

-  ORVs  occasionally  use  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  has  a  VRM  Class  II  designation  and  an  "A"  level  of  scenic 
quality. 

The  WSA  contains  typical  dense  coastal  chaparral  sage  scrub 
vegetation.  Three  rare  plants  are  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity 


There  are  no  recorded  cultural  resource  sites  in  the  WSA,  although 
archaeological  s^jtes  are  reported  in  the  vicinity.  Water  sources 
and  adjacent  a(reas  are  sensitive. 
Register  properties  is  probable. 


The  existence  of  National 


t 


et-nftrrffn 


<-JS 
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BEAUTY  MOUNTAIN  cont . 


Fire 


Minerals 


Grazing 
Wildlife 


Hydrology 


Soils 


Other  Resource  Values 


A  moderately  heavy  flammable  materials  buildup  has  occurred  on 
most  of  the  WSA  because  the  area  has  not  burned  for  a  number  of 
years.  Inevitably,  fire  will  reoccur  in  the  WSA.  The  California 
Department  of  Forestry  provides  fire  protection  on  a  contract 
basis.  No  fuelbreaks  exist  or  have  been  applied  for  within  the 
WSA. 

The  WSA  contains  known  deposits  of  tungsten  and  minor  amounts  of 


lect  the  interest  for 
mineral  deposits  are 


gold.   Several  groups  of  mining  claims  re 

mining  in  the  area.   The  most  valuable 

located  in  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA.  To  datej  21  claims 

have  been  recorded.   The  probability  for  mineral  development  of 

the  tungsten  deposits  will  depend  on  the  price  of  tungsten.  It  is 

assumed  that  the  price  will  continue  to  n 


No  other  mineral  resources  are  known  or 
WSA. 

One  allotment  consisting  of  1,452  AUMs 
part,  made  up  of  the  WSA. 


be  moderate  to  low. 
Anticipated  within  the 


on  17,413  acres  is,  in 


including  gray  fox, 
a  and  mountain  quail, 


The  WSA  is  used  by  a  variety  of  species 

bobcat,  ringtail,  mountain  lion,  California 

and  San  Diego  coast  horned  lizard.  The  WSA  also  provided  habitat 

for  a  huntable  population  of  mule  deer.   Ilhe  Stephen's  kangaroo 

rat,  a  state-listed  rare  species,,  is  also  expected  to  occur  in  the 

area. 

Surface  supplies  are  rare  and  valuable  foi:  wildlife  and  recrea- 
tion. The  groundwater  resources  are  limited  and  of  insufficient 
quantities  to  support  extensive  development, 

The  soils  are  typically  composed  of  sand  located  on  moderate  to 
steep  slopes.  Some  areas  contain  bedrock  and  exposed  boulders. 
The  soils  are  susceptible  to  accelerated  erosion  after  distur- 
bance. The  soils  present  do  have  value  of  watershed  protection 
and  providing  for  wildlife  habitat. 


Wilderness  Manageability 

The  WSAs  naturalness  could  be  greatly  enhanced  if  an 
program  could  be  applied  to  the  existing  vehicle  trails, 
that  would  provide  a  readily  identifiable  boundary. 


effect 


ive  rehabilitation 
Natural  features  exist 
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HAUSER  MOUNTAIN 


Topography 


Recreation 


Visual  Res. 


Vegetation 


Other  Resource  Values 

As  part  of  the  Peninsular  Range  geomorphic  province,  this  area 
ranges  from  731.6  m  (2400  ft)  above  mean  sea  level  in  the  south- 
east to  1160.7  m  (3808  ft)  at  the  USGS  horizontal  control  station 
called  Campo  VABM.  Dominant  features  are  limited  to  a  nunber  of 
small  intermittent  streans  and  a  couple  of  unnamed  springs  that 
drain  outside  the  WSA  into  either  Hauser  Creek  in  the  north  or 
Campo  Creek  in  the  south.  -txV^ 

—Three— of— four—  pos^i-ble- rou t-es—fer  Ih  e  /i  Pac  i  f  ic  Cr  es  t  j  Tr  a  i  La.  pas scr 
through  the  WSA.  '    ^ 

-  Hunting  and  equestrian  use  occurs,  but  the  magnitude  is  unknown. 

-  Occasional  ORV  use  occurs  in  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  has  a  VRM  Class  II  designation  and  a  "B"  level  of  scenic 
quality. 


The  dense  chaparral  sage  scrub  predominates  in  the  WSA.  Six  rare 

plants  are  found  within  or  near  the  WSA  (Hemizonia  florabunda, 

Ribes  cantheri forme,  SolanumCtgngilobatum)  Pyrrocoma  uniflora  var. 

-?."  gossyping,  Chamaebtia  australis./xCupfessus  quadalupensis  ssp. 

Sy^>  mZ&m^-T— 1 a E 

Cultural  Res.  There  are  no  recorded  cultural  resource  sites  m  the  WSA,  although 
significant  archaeological  values  are  expected.  Water  sources  and 
adjacent  areas  are  sensitive. 


Fire 


Minerals 


Grazing 


A  moderately  heavy  flammable  materials  buildup  has  occurred  on 
most  of  the  WSA  because  the  area  has  not  burned  for  a  number  of 
years.  Inevitably,  fire  will  reoccur  in  the  WSA.  The  California 
Department  of  Forestry  provides  fire  protection  on  a  contract 
basis.  No  fuelbreaks  exist  or  have  been  applied  for  within  the 
WSA. 

The  WSA  does  not  contain  any  known  mineral  values.  The  potential 
mineral  values  are  very  low  and  no  mining  claims  have  been  located 
within  the  WSA. 

The  Hauser  Mountain  and  Potrero  allotments  include  portions  of  the 
WSA.  Approximately  52  of  the  authorized  AUMs  on  the  Hauser  lease 
are  grazed  on  680  acres  in  the  WSA.  Approximately  50  AUMs  use  the 
WSA  out  of  726  AUMs  for  the  entire  Potrero  allotment.  The  lat- 
ter's  few  areas  suitable  for  grazing  are  located  along  valley 
bottoms  and  vehicle  routes,  where  there  is  an  absence  of  heavy 
brush . 
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HAUSER  MOUNTAIN  cont. 


Other  Resource  Values 


Wildlife 


A  variety  of  species  inhabits  the  area,  inc 
fox,  bobcat,  mountain  quail,  and  the  wes^ 
WSA  may  provide  foraging  habitat  for 
nest  nearby. 


luding  mule  deer,  gray 

tirn  fence  lizard.   The 

variety  of  raptors  which 


Hydrology 


Soils 


Surface  water  supplies  are  rare  and  valuable 

recreation.  The  groundwater  resources  are 

cient  quantities  to  support  extensive  development 


The  soils  are  typically  composed  of  sand 
steep  slopes.   Some  areas  contain  bedrock 
The  soils  are  susceptible  to  accelerated 
bance.   The  soils,  if  disturbed,  are  vi 
protection  and  providing  for  wildlife  habitat 


located  on  moderate  to 
and  exposed  boulders, 
erosion  after  distur- 
luable  for  watershed 


Wilderness  Manageability 

Management  of  the  area  for  providing  a  quality  wildernes 
sible.   The  network  of  range  developments,  such  as  fences 
routes,  prevents  the  visitor  from  traveling  more  than  2  1/4^ 
tering  range  improvements.  Enforcement  of  vehicle  restrict 
difficult.   Rehabilitation  of  man's  evidence  is  limited 
developments  and  associated  vehicle  trails  can  continue  under 
in  the  Wilderness  Act. 


experience  is  impos- 

and  associated  vehicle 

miles  without  encoun- 

lons  would  be  extremely 

because  the  grazing 

a  grandfather  clause 


WESTERN  OTAY  MOUNTAIN 


Other  Resource  Values 


Topography 


to 


As  part  of  the  San  Ysidro  Mountains  block 
geomorphic  province,  this  area  ranges  in  e 
mately  122  m  (400  ft)  above  mean  sea  level 
ft)  next  to  a  peak  named  Otay  Mountain, 
mesa  on  the  west  and  is  deeply  disected  by 
streams.  These  streams  produce  canyons  which 
inant  feature. 


Recreation 


Visual  Res, 


Nature  studies  and  photography  of  rare 
uses  for  the  WSA.  The  useage  has  been  limi 
nied  by  a  researcher  or  a  representative  of 
tut ion. 

The  WSA  has  a  VRM  Class  II  designation  and 
quality. 
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for  wildlife  and 
imited  and  of  insuffi- 


cf 


the  Peninsular  Range 
levation  from  approxi- 


about  1,036  m  (3,400 


this  area  rises  from  a 

numerous  intermittent 

are  the  most  predom- 


plant 


s  are  the  princi 

ted  to  groups  accompa 

an  educational  insti 


'B"  level  of  scenic 


WESTERN  OTAY  MOUNTAIN  cont. 


Vegetation 


Cultural  Res, 


Fire 


Minerals 


Grazing 


Wildlife 


Hydrology 


Soils 


The  dense  chaparral  scrub  with  an  overstory  of  Tecate  Cypress 
predominates  the  area.  More  than  20  rare,  endangered,  and  threat- 
ened species  of  plants  are  found  within  the  WSA.  See  Appendix  A 
for  a  partial  species  list. 

Few  recorded  cultural  resource  sites  exist  within  the  WSA,  al- 
though additional  archaeological  values  can  be  expected.  Historic 
resources  are  present.  Sites  that  qualify  for  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  may  be  present. 

The  area  is  the  most  explosive  and  dangerous  fire  hazard  zone  in 
California.  A  moderately  heavy  buildup  of  fuels  has  occurred. 
The  transient  undocumented  alien  users  have  been  careless  with 
open  fire.  Historically,  many  fires  began  in  Mexico  and  then 
extended  across  the  International  Boundary. 

The  WSA  has  no  known  resource  values.  Speculation  for  gold, 
silver,  and  perhaps  lead  has  prompted  several  mining  claims  to  be 
located  on  the  WSA.  Overall  mineral  potential  is  assuned  to  be 
low  with  minor  development  work  in  the  future. 

Fifty  percent,  or  2,840  acres  of  the  Otay  Mountain  allotment  is 
within  the  WSA.  Approximately  63  AUMs  of  the  allotment's,  222 
AUMs,  are  allocated  in  the  WSA. 

A  variety  of  species  inhabitat  the  area,  including  mule  deer, 
bobcat,  ringtail,  California  quail,  morning  dove,  and  rosy  boa. 
The  WSA  may  also  provide  foraging  and/or  nesting  areas  for  raptors 
such  as  golden  eagle  and  Cooper's  hawk.  The  Least  Bell's  Vireo,  a 
state-listed  endangered  species  and  a  federal  candidate  species, 
is  believed  to  be  present. 

Surface  water  supplies  are  rare  and  valuable  for  wildlife  and 
recreation.  The  groundwater  resources  are  limited  and  of  insuffi- 
cient quantities  to  support  extensive  development. 

The  soils  are  typically  composed  of  sand  located  on  moderate  to 
steep  slopes.  Some  areas  contain  bedrock  and  exposed  boulders. 
The  soils  are  susceptible  to  accelerated  erosion  after  distur- 
bance. The  soils, if  undisturbed,  are  valued  for  watershed  protec- 
tion and  for  providing  wildlife  habitat. 


Wilderness  Manageability 

The  user's  wilderness  experience  will  be  reduced  by  several  factors  outside 
Bureau's  jurisdiction.  Low  level  overflights  by  Navy  helicopters  would  severely 
reduce  the  quality  of  solitude.  Solitude  and  the  visitor's  safety  would  be 
diminished  during  periods  of  intense  smuggling  and  illegal  entry  into  the  U.S. 
["The  Endangered  Species  Act's  mandate  to  protect  listed  species  would  require 
vegetative  manipulations  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  Wilderness  Act. 
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SOUTHERN  OTAY  MOUNTAIN 


Topography 


Recreation 


Visual  Res. 
Vegetation 

Cultural  Res, 


Fire 


Minerals 


Grazing 


Wildlife 


Other  Resource  Values 


of 


As  part  of  the  San  Ysidro  Mountains  block 
geomorphic  province,  this  area  ranges  in 
imately  224  m  (800  ft)  above  mean  sea  levil 
about  1,036  m  (3,400  ft)  next  to  a  peak  named 
most  predominant  features  are  the  numerous 
deeply  disected  by  intermittent  streams. 


Nature  studies  and  photography  of  rare 
uses  for  the  WSA.  The  useage  has  been  limi 
nied  by  a  researcher  or  a  representative  of 
tut  ion. 

The  WSA  has  a  VRM  Class  II  designation  and 
quality. 


the  Peninsular  Range 
elevation  from  approx- 

in  the  southeast  to 

Otay  Mountain.  The 

danyons  which  have  been 


plants 


are  the  principal 
ted  to  groups  accompa- 
an  educational  insti- 


a  "B"  level  of  scenic 


The  dense  chaparral  scrub  with  an  overstory  of  Tecate  Cypress 
predominates  the  area.  More  than  20  rare,  endangered,  and  threat- 
ened species  of  plants  are  found  within  the  WSA.  See  Appendix  A 
for  a  partial  species  list. 


st 


Few  recorded  cultural  resource  sites  exi 
though  additional  archaeological  values  can 
resources  are  present.   Sites  that  qual 
Register  of  Historic  Places  may  be  present. 


The  area  is  the  most  explosive  and  dangerous  fire  hazard  zone  in 
California.  A  moderately  heavy  buildup  cf  fuels  has  occurred. 
The  transient  undocumented  alien  users  have  been  careless  with 
open  fire.  Historically,  many  fires  began  in  Mexico  and  then 
extended  across  the  International  Boundary. 


within  the  WSA,  al- 
be  expected.  Historic 
ify  for  the  National 


Sp 


several 


The  WSA  has  no  known  resource  values 
silver,  and  perhaps  lead  has  prompted 
located  on  the  WSA.   Overall,  mineral 
low  with  minor  development  work  in  the  future 


potential 


The  Otay  Mountain  Grazing  allotment   runs 
of  the  WSA  for  approximately  one  mile, 
grazing  occurs  in  the  WSA. 


along  the  northern  edge 
to  no  significant 


A  variety   of   species    inhabit   the   area, 
bobcat,    ringtail,    California  quail,   mornirjg 
The  WSA  may  also  provide  foraging  and/or  nes 
such  as  golden  eagle  and  Cooper's  hawk.     The 
state-listed   endangered   species   and   a   federal 
is  believed  to  be  present. 
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eculation  for  gold, 
mining  claims  to  be 
is  assuned  to  be 


including  mule  deer, 

dove,    and   rosy  boa. 

ting  areas  for  raptors 

Least  Bell's  Vireo,  a 

candidate  species, 


SOUTHERN  OTAY  MOUNTAIN  cont. 

Other  Resource  Values 

Hydrology  Surface  water  supplies  are  rare  and  valuable  for  wildlife  and 
recreation.  The  groundwater  resources  are  limited  and  of  insuffi- 
cient quantities  to  support  extensive  development. 

Soils  The  soils  are  typically  composed  of  sand  located  on  moderate  to 
steep  slopes.  Some  areas  contain  bedrock  and  exposed  boulders. 
The  soils  are  susceptible  to  accelerated  erosion  after  distur- 
bance. The  soils,  if  undisturbed,  are  valued  for  watershed  protec- 
tion and  providing  for  wildlife  habitat. 

Wilderness  Manageability 

The  user's  wilderness  experience  will  be  reduced  by  several  factors  outside 
Bureau's  jurisdiction.  Low  level  overflights  by  Navy  helicopters  would  severely 
reduce  the  quality  of  solitude.  Solitude  and  the  visitor's  safety  would  be 
diminished  during  periods  of  intense  smuggling  and  illegal  entry  into  the  U.S. 
The  Endangered  Species  Act's  mandate  to  protect  listed  species  would  require 
vegetative  manipulations  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  Wilderness  Act. 
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CHAPTER  4 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES 


CHAPTER  IV 
ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES 


INTRODUCTION 


designated  by  Congress 
ions.  Once  suitability 
tn  the  dominant  objec- 


Any  WSA  found  to  be  suitable  for  wilderness  and  so 
will  result  in  management  within  a  discrete  range  of  acti 
recommendations  are  acted  upon,  management  will  follow  wi 
tive  being  protection  of  the  area's  wilderness  resources. 

Therefore,  recommending  a  WSA  or  portion  thereof  as  suitable  should  be  inter- 
preted to  mean  that  BLM  feels  the  wilderness  values  caili  be  best  protected, 
utilized,  and  managed  as  a  wilderness  area.  The  "Implications  of  Wilderness 
Designation"  portion  of  Chapter  I  indicates  that  an  agency's  discretion  in 
managing  a  parcel  of  land  will  be  somewhat  limited  under  wilderness  designation. 
Generally,  vegetative  manipulations,  introduction  of  exotic  plants  and  animals 
and  certain  recreational  activities  (e.g.,  trail  bike  tiding)  and  services 
(e.g.,  flush  toilets)  are  precluded.  Pre-suppression  and  jpost-suppression  fire 
control  techniques  may  be  utilized  if  recommended  in  a  fire  management  plan 
(FMP).  The  recommendation  will  be  made  utilizing  Congressional  directives  to 
consider  public  safety  and  the  protection  of  an  area  s  wilderness  qualities. 


for 


A  WSA,  or  portion  thereof,  is  recommended  as  nonsui table 

has  been  determined  that  the  area  in  question  is  best  suited 

use  other  than  wilderness  to  allow  for  broader  utilization 

areas  permit  the  use  of  management  techniques  that  are  prohibited 

areas.   Implicit  to  a  nonsuitability  recommendation  is 

qualities  of  an  area  presently  may  be  impaired  to  a  degree 

reconsideration  of  wilderness  suitability  to  five  years 

for  the  development  of  a  resource  management  plan  (RMP) . 


(P 


The  impact  anlaysis  will  concentrate  on  those  resources  described 
which  will  be  subject  to  the  most  significant  impacts, 
be  affected  will  not  be  addressed.   Additionally,  where 
were  found  to  be  similar  to  those  described  for  earlier 
analysis  has  been  referenced.   In  some  cases  limitations 
occurred  due  to  a  lack  of  data  or  where  comparisons  with 
not  appropriate.   In  such  instances,  knowledge  of  the 
judgement  were  used  to  identify  potential  impacts. 


Resources 


resources 
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designation  when  it 

for  management  and 

of  resources.     These 

in  wilderness 

that  the  wilderness 

that  would  preclude 

rojected  time  frame 


in  Chapter  III 

which  will  not 

impacts  on  resources 

,  the  preceding 

on  impact  analysis 

previous  studies  was 

and  professional 


a::ea 


Alternative  One:   No  Wilderness 


WSA 


Agua  Tibia 
(Nonsuitable 
360  acres) 


■ 


Beauty  Mountain 
(nonsuitable  - 
11,342  acres) 


rf 


&? 


Resource/     Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


Wilderness 


Recreation 


Fire 


Minerals 


Wilderness 


Recreat  ion 


Manageability 


Nature  Trail 


Pre -and  Post- 
Suppressioru: 


Mineral 
Development 

Manageability 


VeCcA 

14    UJLB* 


^ 


Wilderness  -sesour-ees- 
may  be  -eliminated.  ■ 


Recreation  and 
Purposes  Act  <£e 
a  nature  trail. 


/yTechniques/jnoSelimited      ^c  £,' 
to  those^benefittng 
wilderness  values. /^New 
fuelbreakvestablished . 


Mineral  entry  and  development  *>°Jd 

stiil^ossibiet^-nsta-v  4?c<r^ 

S&af 

Wilderness  -eesetffees  may  be 
eiifflinated-r~    ^^^^z^o*/   £y 


.  Cont  inueg&i:  jjiigtg nc  n  of  ^xist- 
-~~lrig~vehicle  trails}    -0eeas4onal- 
-v4olat-ioos -would  iae^ase/Jvege- 
tative  loss  ,\  soil  compaction 
and  erosion. 1 


^ 


~y-e*sf 


•-<^-€ 


/May  cause  deterioration  in 
'the  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  for  the  visitor  to  "W* 
Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Acea^  s^~l 


Mb  adverse  impact  on  naturalness 
anticipated.  May  provide  added 
fire  protection  to  the  area  by 
providing  increased  access.  May 
improve  fire  protection  for  the 
surrounding  areas. 

May  substantially  degrade^ area  s 
naturalness,  although loverall 
quality  of  environment  /not  i>a_tu0%*^r 
degraded.  Improve  fire  protec- 
tion for  the  surrounding  area. 

/Minor *     No  claims  are  present.*51*^ 
t$ineral  development  is-^4fke4y-»- 
Geothermalr-developgient  (ic iuplikelv 

May  cause  slight  deterioration 
of  solitude  and  primitive' recrea- 
tion t for  visitors  to  wilderness 
in  Southern  California 


as 
because  of  high  demand vlimi ted 
substitutes.        o^^t 

fU.  w^V  ^ 

^Extent  of  damage  ^limited,  but 
due  to  slow  rehabilitation^ 
peojPs^at,  will  be  highly  detrimen- 
tal to  wilderness  values. 


Alternative  One:   No  Wilderness 


WSA  Resource7    Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


Fire/ 


7f£^ 


Minerals 


Vegetation 


-pa 
I 


Hauser  Mountain 
(Nonsui table  - 
5,489  acres) 


Wilderness 


Recreat  ion 


Pre-and  Post- 
Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Manageability 


DeUA^ 


•^TechnqueS/jnot^-imited  to 
those  benefiting  wilderness 
values.    aJjb**j  -A^?.  <***//£•? 


Mineral  entry  and  development"0^ 
-et^Al^os  s  ible  #h**6h  43  cjfd.  3  S  ©<7, 

A 

Increased^ use  or  the  area. 


Wilderness  resources  may  be 
eliminated i   \  im^oaIko^/   h^u 


w»^uXw*W    a^3^ 


*/US 


Vehicle  Traits"? 


of  fisting 
Occasional  sILa^ 


violations  would  increase 
vegetative  loss,  soil 
compaction  and  erosion. 


May  substantially  degrade  the 
area's  naturalness.  Although  ^H^e 
overall  quality  of^fefivironment 
i^s"  not^clegraded.  Impacts  are 
expected  to  be  short  term  (i.e.^ 
l^Pt  a  few  years) . 

Additional  Mineral  development 
will  probably  occur^with  adverse 
impacts  on  naturalness. 

Little  negative  impact  is  antici- 
pated. Any  adverse  impacts  will 
be  localized  along  vehicle 
tracks,  access  roads,  inholdings, 
and  f uelbreaks  along  the  WSA 
boundary. 

May  cause^deterioration  of 
solitude^andx  primitive  recreation 
^tor  visitors  \to  wi^dernessx areas 
in  Southern  California  because  of 
high  demand  and\limrted\^ubsti- 
tutefe.    v  aW&&4 

Evidence  of  man  would  be  substan- 
tially noticeable  because  -siew- 


raees  for  natural  rehabilitation  ^ 
will  have  -exposed  areas— vulner^- 
-able  for  long  time  periods. 


%8t 


J; 


///'& 


y 


M 


WSA 


Resource 


Fire 


Minerals 


Vegetation 


Western  Otay 
Mountain 
(Nonsuit able 
5,751  acres) 


National 
Security 

Wilderness 


Recreation 


Alternative  One: 
Activity 


No  Wilderness 


Impact 


Significance 


Pre -and  Post- 
Suppression 

Mineral 
Development 

Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Border  Patrol 


Nature  Study 
&  Photography 


Techniques ,mot™imited  to 
those  benefiting  wilderness 
values . 

Mineral  entry  and  development 
are  still  possible  <*>~«"^k  4-3  cFA 

Increased  ©iS&  usesin  the  WS&- 


fie 

a  Option  to  expand  patrol  & 
remote  sensing  operations  in 
the  WSA  continue?. 

Wilderness  values  may  be 
eliminated-*-     \*~spn~~cet  ^ 


Minor   increase  in  visitation. 


Increased/visitation. 


Low  to  moderate  degradation  of 
the  area's  naturalness. 


Minor.     No  claims  are  present4*VJatx 
/Mineral  development  is  unlikely.      ^/ 

/fModerate-fe=M"gfc  impacts. 
Degradation  of  naturalness 
expected  in  localized' areas 
along  -eeads^vehicle  trails,  and 
boundaries  with  private  property. 


Low  to  moderate  reduction  in 
useage  of  the  unit  by  undocu- 
mented aliens. 

May  increase  defi era. oration  of 
solitude  ana  pr j6i tlve/Xecreaviqn 
^for  visitors  /o/wilderh^e^S/ areas 
ih '^wra^iiJaOTGraM^b^c^use/of 
H^n^aT>6d  Hmi£ed  ^subst^- 
totes.     Opportunity  for  wilder- 
ness experience  close  to  metro- 
politan San  Diego  1/ not  provided. 

^4©de»fee^  ieereas^^n-^ressure^ 
-upon  sensitive  plants  "£evg?,  fX*»~ 
tranpling,  collecting  specimens, 
and  soil  compact ionf. 

Moderate  decrease  in  visitor 
safety. 


Alternative  One:   No  Wilderness 


WSA 


iV 
Resource/     Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


i 

en 


Southern  Otay 
Mountain 
(Nonsuitable  ■ 
7,941  acres) 


7 


Fire 


Minerals 


Vegetation 


lational 
Security 


/  vW^ 


Wilderness 


Pre- and  Post- 
Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Border 
Patrol 

Navy 

Helicopter 
Training 
Flights 

Communication 
— Sites 


Techniques^notTlimited  to 
those  benefiting  wilderness 
values . 


"l-nGceased-vegetatipn—-^ ^/~\_ 

Mineral  entry  and  development  \* 
still  possible <^^h  43  epva-sso?. 


Vegetative  manipulation  is 
still  possible. 


H 


^MgrmfraTO  option  to  expand  patrol 
&  remote  sensing  operations  in 
the  umte^^-^-^^i 

Low  level,  mountainous,  helicopter 
training  flights. 


No  impact, 


Wilderness  values  may  be 
eliminated . 


Moderate  to  high  degradation  of 
the  area's  naturalness.  Sensi- 
tive plant  species  could  be 
adversely  affected. 

"Bsme-^hcreas^ln^a^e^Harjg^rV 

-may— increase? — No^major—  deveiep- 
-ment  i3  anticipateeV 


Moderate  to  high.  Sensitive 
plant  species  whose  life  cycle 
requires  mechanized  manipula- 
tions/prescribed burns  for  per- 
petuation can  be  accomodated. 


No  significant  impact. 


May  cause  deterioration  of 
solitude  and  primitive  recrea- 
tion for  visitors  to  wilderness 
areas  in  Southern  California 
because  of  high  demand  and 
limited  substitutes.  Oppor- 
tunity for  a  wilderness 
experience  close  to  metropol- 
itan San  Diego  not  provided. 


Alternative  One:   No  Wilderness 


WSA 


Resource      Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


i 


Recreation 


Fire 


linerals 


Vegetation 


National 
Security 


Nature  Study 
&  Photograph} 


Pre  and  Post 
Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Border 
Patrol 

Navy 

Helicopter 
Training 
Flights 

Communication 
Sites 


Minor  increase  in  visitation. 


Increase  in  fire  danger  from 
visitors. 

Techniques  not  limited  to  those 
benefiting  wilderness  values. 


Mineral  entry  and  development 
still  possible **o&,1 43^ £.  3<g-o<f 


Vegetative  manipulation  is 
still  possible. 


Maintain  option  to  expand  patrol 
&  remote  sensing  operations  in 
the  unit. 

Low  level,  mountainous, 
helicopter  training 
flights. 


No  impacts. 


Moderate  increase  in  pressure 
upon  sensitive  plants  (e.g. , 
tranpling,  collecting  speci- 
mens, and  soil  compaction). 

Moderate  decrease  in  visitor 
safety. 

Moderate  to  high  degradation  of 
the  area's  naturalness.  Sensi- 
tive plant  species  could  be 
adversely  affected. 

Moderate.  Existing  development 
may  increase.  No  major  develop- 
ment is  anticipated. 

Moderate  to  high.  Sensitive 
plant  species  whose  life  cylce 
requires  mechanical  manipula- 
tions or  prescribed  burns  for 
perpetuation  can  be  accomodated. 

Low  ]t O/i moderate  r^ductten  pa, 
usj^&ge  of  the  ^nit'by  unddcuj 
m^ht/ed'  aliens .^  V       »^   '  -* 

No  significant  impact. 


WSA 


Alternative  Two:   Other  Management 
Resource      Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Agua  Tibia 
(Suitable  • 
360  acres) 


Wilderness 


Manageability 


Beauty  Mountain 
(Nonsuitable  - 
11,342  acres) 


Hauser  Mountain 
(Nonsuitable  - 
5,489  acres) 


Recreation 
Minerals 


Fire 


All 


All 


Nature  Study 

Mineral 
Development 


Pre -and  Post- 
Suppression 


Wilderness  resources  will  be  V/ 
-protected.  lot^^A^X^^j. 


See  Alternative  1. 

Mineral  entry  and  development 
is  permitted  until  12/31/0-3, 
-exeeptrfor  patented  &  patent- 
pending  claims  which  may   .. 
continue  .operations^   &V  ™£* 

Techniques  and  projects  are 
limited  to  actions  that  benefit 
wilderness  values. 


See  Alternative  1. 


See  Alternative  1. 


High.  The  wilderness   j 
management  and  soli£ude^>^ 
and  primitive-^fecreation  of 
visitors  to^Agua  Tibia  Wilder- 
ness T&cea-  will  be  enhanced. 


Minor.  No  claims  and  no 
mineral  resources,  except 
geothermalj  are  -anticipated 
>-fco  bo  found  in  the  area. 

Low.  Fire  hazards  such  as 
fuel  buildups  cannot  be 
reduced  solely  for  the 
reduction  of  fire  danger. 


Western  Otay 
Mountain 
(Nonsuitable 
5,751  acres) 


Wilderness 


Nonsuitable 


-sane — 


-as £©£- 


Alternative 


Recreation 


Nature  Study 
&  Photography 


-Same as ■£&£= 


Alternative — -4- 


WSA 


-p. 
i 

oo 


Southern  Otay 
Mountain 
(Nonsuitable  • 
7,941  acres) 


Alternative  Two:   Other  Management 
Resource      Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Fire 


Minerals 
Vegetation 


National 
Security 


Recreation 
Fire 


Minerals 
Vegetation 


(National 
Security 


Pre-and  Post 
Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 

Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Nature  Study 
&  Photography 

Pre-&  Post- 
Suppression 


J^tM**^ 


Mineral 
Development 

Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 

All 


Techniques  not  limited  to  those 
benefiting  wilderness  values. 


Mineral  entry  and  development 
still  possible  k^^i  4$<zF&   3§of. 


ACEC  designation 
-aer-es-^rnei 
-fehe-WSA~r~ 


-*-*-3fct^ 


Soe 


Same— as for       Alternative  1 


Same as- 


-for—     Alternative  1 


JJame- — as- 


-fee      Alternative  1 


^■TechniqueSynot  limited  to  those 
benefiting  wilderness  values. 


Mineral  entry  and  development 
still  possible;—^  ^3  ■£*&  ^of 

ACEC  designation-Jof  16^494 
-ae?«&=4a£ludiagri^24izaeEes--' 

Same       as       for      Alternative  1 


Low  to  moderate  degradation 
of  the  area's  naturalness. 
Activities  will  be  designed 
to  have  positive  or  neutral 
impacts  upon  sensitive 
plant  species. 


Alternative  1. 


High .     Planning  and  management  aer- 
are  aimed  at  perpetuating  & 
delisting  of  sensitive  species. 


&**? 


Low  to  moderate  degradation 
of  the  area's  naturalness. 
Activities  will  be  designed 
to  have  positive  or 
neutral  impacts  upon  sensi- 
tive plant  species. 

See  Alternative  1. 


High .  Planning  and  management  o^c  7Cv^. 
are  aimed  at  perpetuating  & 
delisting  of  sensitive 
species. 


Alternative  Three:   Partial  Wilderness 


WSA 


Resource      Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


Agua  Tibia 
(Suitable  - 
360  acres) 

Beauty  Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
9,232  acres) 


(Nonsuitable  - 
2,110  acres) 

Hauser  Mountain 

(Nonsuitabl 
5,489  acres 


All 
Wilderness 


Recreation 


Fire 


Minerals 


Vegetation 


All 


Manageability 


ORVs 


Pre- and  Post- 
Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


See  Alternative  2. 

Wilderness  resources  will  be  \J 
■protected.         t^tu^JZ^&eP 


All  use  prohibited, 


Techniques  and  projects  are 
limited  to  actions  that  benefit 
wilderness  values. 


Mineral  entry  and  development 
perfflitted-un4t-l^/31/-83,  except 


.^f-er— patented  &  patent-pending- 
elaims  which-may-continuQ  , 


Increased  recreational  use  of 
the  area. 


See  Alternative  1. 
See  Alternative  1. 


Moderate.  Partial  solution  to^ 
problems  associated  with 
inholdings,  ability  to  provide 
a' solitude  and  primitive 
recreation,  providing  a 
boundary  that  can  be  readily 
identified  in  the  field,  and/ 
rehabilitation. 

Moderate  increase  in  walking 
distance  for  other  users 
(e.g.,  hunters,  hikers,  and 
rockhounds) . 

Low  to  moderate  degradation  of 
naturalness.  Reduction  of 
fire  hazards  through  construc- 
tion of  fuelbreaks  and  pre- 
scribed burns  to  reduce 
fuel  buildups,  etc-.,  cannot 
be  carried  out  solely  for 
the  reduction  of  the  fire 
danger . 

^Jnit  has  been  prospected  and 
mined  in  the  past. Mining 


claims  on ■  area  suggests  im- 
potent ial  for^degradation 

Low .  Nega t  ive  impacts  ant4ci^- 
-patedx-  Any  adverse  impacts 

will  be  localized  along 
-access— roads^  trails,  and 

boundaries. 


WSA 


Alternative  Three:   Partial  Wilderness 
Resource      Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Western  Otay 
Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
5,615  acres) 


Wilderness 


■ 


Recreation 
Fire 


Minerals 


Manageability    Wilderness  resource^ will  be 


Nature  Study 
&  Photography 

Pre-&  Post- 
Suppression 


A 


,4-ivi-HeS 


Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


/JApa-P*"-*-^* 


See  Alternative  1. 


Techniques  and  projects 
are  limited  to  actions 
that  benefit  wilderness 
values . 


Distrubance)of  the  ecosystem 


Mineral  entry  and  development 
is  permitted-un±t-i27i3i7^83Y' 
except-for— patrented-&~patent- 
pending--eia±iis--wtttch~may' 
confeinue-eperations^  c^^a 


JL* 


<.u~. 


High.     The  fire  hazard  is 
explosive  in  the  unit. 
Rehabilitation  of  future 
fire  suppression  efforts  . 
will  be  great.     Deleted   ^ 
onejfiarrow  parcel  of  public 
land  that  would  be  difficult 
to  manage  for  an  outstanding 
opportunity  for  solitude/ 
primitive  recreation.     The 
same  area  is  subject  to 
prospecting  activities. 
Rehabilitation  of  trespass 
r^fuelbr-afe\is  required. 


snow  impact  on  naturalness^ 
federate  adverse  impact  on 
fire  control.     Reduction 
of  fire  hazard  through  the 
construction  of  helipads, 
prescribed  burns/co  reduce 
fuel  buildups,  eres^-,  cannot 
be  carried  out  solely  for 
the  reduction  of  the  fire 
danger.  A  / 


^hlMMng/ 


-/Rehabilitation  seeds  will 
„    be  SBgRp^y  y^__ 


fte^arttt--b^&~^een-prQspeGt  ed 
<in  the-past-»  *  Minor  values  of 
gold,   lead,   and  silver  may 
create  additional  degrada- 
tion of  ^he_arjea^_^SeverT 
^claims  exist  on  the  unit. 


p. 


WSA 


Alternative  Three:   Partial  Wilderness 
Resource      Activity Impact 


Vegetation 


p. 
i 


National 
Security 


(Nonsuitable 
136  acres) 


All 


Significance 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Border 
Patrol 

Navy 

Helicopter 
Training 
Flights 


^emmun  icat  ion 


Sites 


Natural  successional  processes 
continue. 


Maintain  option  to  expand  remote 
sensing  operations  in  the  unit. 

Low  level,  mountainous,  heli- 
copter training  flights. 

A.  Eliminate  flights. 


or 


B.  Continue  flights. 


Chances  for  dGS-feruct4on  of-  Uss- 


communication  capabilities 
resulting  from  fires  within 
wilderness  area  are  slightly 
higher  than  under  nonwilder- 
ness  management. 

See  Alternative  1. 


t 


Sensitive  species  associated 
with  "climax"  stages  will  be 
perpetuated,  a  situation 
supportive  of  the  goal  of 
delisting  the  species. 

Sensitive  species  associated 
with  disturbed  lands  will  be 

^atiely^affected,  adversely 
art ect fngpgoal  of  perpetuating 
and  delisting  the  species. 

yjseage-  of 
nt^d/aliei 


Elimination  of  main  training 
area  near  San  Diego.  No 
substitute  sites  exist  within 
operating  parameters. 

Eliminate-  fche-pefcent-ial  for 
-improving  wilderness-valaes"  // 
jC^grr^elitude^,  Solj^"**" 

Law  enforcement  and  emergency 
services  in  southwestern 
San  Diego  (gould  be  without 
a  major  communications 
link. 


WSA 


Alternative  Three:   Partial  Wilderness 
Resource      Activity Impact 


Significance 


Southern  Otay 
Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
7,364  acres) 


Wilderness 


■ 


Recreation 
Fire 


Minerals 


Manageability 


Nature  Study 
&  Photography 


Pre -and  Post- 
auppr  es  s i on 


Suppression 


Mineral 
Development 


Wilderness  resource^ will  be 
-protected-. 


18 


See  Alternative  1. 


A^c-u^ 


Techniques  and  projects  are  limitec 
to  actions 
values . 


mat  benefit  wilderness 


Disturbance  of  the  ecosystem 


''Mineral  entry  and  development  \ 
is  permitted  until  12/31/83, 
except  for  patented  &  patent-  / 
pending  claims  which  may     / 
continue  operations.      / 


High.  The  fire  hazard 
explosive  in  the  unit. 
Rehabilitation  of  future 
fire  suppression  efforts 
will  be  great.  Three 
narrow  parcels  of  public 
land  that  would  be  difficult 
to  manage  because  of  problems 
associated  with  mak-ing-f  ield 
identification  of  the  wilderness 
boundary^  Natural  features  have 
~* b^erTused  to  identify  the 
boundary. 


Low  impact  on  naturalness. 
Moderate  impact  on  fire  control, 
Reduction  of  fire  hazard 
through  the  construction  of 
helipads,  prescribed  burns  to 
reduce  fuel  buildups, 
etc.,  cannot  be  carried  out 
solely  for  the  reduction  of 
the  fire  danger. 

-  Fire  suppression  needs  JZ&\ 
monitoring.        /£^ 

-  Rehabilitation  needs  will 
be  large. 

sn-prospected-^ 
r-therpaakyfc  Minor  values  of 
gold,  lead,  /and  silver  may 
create  additional  degradation 
of  the  areaN^Ten  claims  exist 
on  the  unit. 


WSA 


Alternative  Four:    All  Wilderness 
Resource      Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Agua  Tibia 
(Suitable  - 
360  acres) 

Beauty  Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
11,342  acres) 


All 


All  except  for 
Wilderness 


Wilderness 


Manageability 


See  Alternative  2. 


See  Alternative  3  "suitable" 


Wilderness  resources  will  be 
pretested,    ^j^a^^t^ 


JtoxJBum-^amount  o£  feha- 
bilitation  is  needed  for 
vehicular  trails  and  old 
mining  scarg^)  enhance 
--naturalness . 


^^cludes-sSeetjons  wtw 
nflmnga^tjyity  wouid^be/ 
^tl^nostUnfenfeive.  r     ' 

Includes  fringe  areas  that 
would  have  marginal  wilder- 
ness values.     They  -would 
act  as  a  buffer  for  the 
higher  wilderness  values 
in  the  core  of  the  unit. 


Most  of  the  boundary  requires 
a  survey  to  be  identified  in 


Hauser  Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
5,489  acres) 


Wilderness 


Manageability 


Wilderness  resources  would  be 


Recreation 


All. use  prohibited. 


the  field. 

Extensive -araanCof  reha- 
bil4JtaXionVwjll__be  required 

rvehjcleTtrails^to  enhance 
naturalness".  -Difficult 
to  provide  -ari  outstanding 
opportunitJB  for/  solitude#\_ 
primitive;  recreation. 

en  O^c^fJL^^     I 


WSA 


Alternative  Three:   Partial  Wilderness 
Resource      Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Vegetation 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


National 
Security 


(Nonsuitable 
577  acres) 


All 


Border 
Patrol 

Navy 
Helicopter 

J.  L  C£  XL!  J.  LAC 

Flights 


Ccrariunication 
Sites 


Natural  successional  processes  m&q 
continue.  —/ 


Maintain  option  to  expand  remote 
sensing  operations  in  the  unit. 

Low  level,  mountainous,  heli- 
copter training  flights. 

A.  Eliminate  flights. 


or 


B.  Continue  flights. 


Chances  for  destruction  of 
communication  capabilities 
resulting  from  fires  within 
wilderness  area  slightly  higher 
than  under  nonwilderness 
management . 

See  Alternative  1. 


Sensitive  species  associated 
with  "climax"  stages  will  be 
perpetuatedia  situation  suppor- 
tive of  the  goal  of  delisting 
these  species. 

Sensitive  species  associated 
with  disturbed  lands  will  be 
negatively  affected,  adversely 
affecting  the  goal  of  perpetu- 
ating and  delisting  these 
species. 

Low  reduction  in  useage  of  the 
area  by  undocumented  aliens. 


Elimination  of  main  training 
area  near  San  Diego.  No 
substitute  sites  exist  within 
operating  peraaieters. 

Eliminate  the  potential  for 
improving  wilderness  values 
(e.g.,  solitude). 

Law  enforcement  and  emergency 
services  in  southwestern 
San  Diego  would  be  without 
a  major  communications 
link. 


WSA 


Resource 


Alternative  Four:    All  Wilderness 
Activity  Impact 


Significance 


i 


Westery/Otay 
lloLmfain 
(Suitable  - 
5,751  acres) 


"&> 


Fire 


Minerals 


Vegetation 


National 
Security 


All  except  for 
Wilderness 


iking 


Pre- and  Post 
Suppression 

Ac-  r/i/i'i-le^ 


Mineral 
Development 


Rare, 

Endangered , 
&  Threatened 
Species 


Border 
Patrol 


jdc^6»-dLS& 


Pacific  Crest/iTrail  may  be  routed 
through  the  unit. 


Techniques  and  projects  are  limited 
to  actions  that  benefit  wilderness 
values . 


Mineral  entry  and  development  "s, 
permitted  until  12/31/83,  except^ 
for  patented  &  patent-pending 
claims  which  may  continue . 

Promote  the  continuance  of  natural 
successional  processes. 


Maintain  option  to  expand  remote 
sensing  operations  in  the  unit. 


See  Alternative  3,  "Suitable' 


Moderate  improvement  in  o^or^^V-J 
solitude— an4  primitive  recrea- 
tion for  trail  users. 

Low  impact  on  naturalness. 
Moderate  adverse  impact  on 
fire  control.  Reduction  of 
fire  hazards  through  pre- 
scribed burning,  etc.,  cannot 
be  carried  out  solely  for 
the  reduction  of  the  fire 
danger . 

--Miner'?  No  claims  ^recorded 

at  this  time..C>No4 anticipated) 
mineral  development^ due  to 
the  lack  of  mineral  potential. 

Sensitive  species  associated 
-wi-th-^e-Hmax^'will  be  per- 
petuated, a  situation 
supportive  of  the  goal  of 
delisting  these  species. 

Sensitive  species  associated 
-^yith  disturbed  lands  will 
'/be  negatively  affected, 

adversely  affecting^ 


delisting  these  species. 


Minor  ^e^uptrijon/l 
the,  arja^Dy  <ipdoci 
aliens .       ^n>^^_ 


ffliseage  of  ^ 
:uroehted 


WSA 


Resource 


Southern  Otay 
Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
7,941  acres) 


Wilderness 


All  except  for 


Wilderness-^ 


Alternative  Four:    AH  Wilderness 
Activity  Impact 


Significance 


Manageability 


Manageability 


See  Alternative  3,  "Suitable" 


Wilderness  resources  will  be 
*  -protectecrr- 


Wilderness  resources  will  be 
-protected—  n^ 


High.  Fire  hazard  is  explosive 
in  the  unit.  Impacts  of 
future  fire  suppression 
efforts  will  be^greattyupen  *Z#>^L" 
naturalness;  rehabilitation  of 
both  these  and  a  trespass 
fuelbreak  will  be  necessary. 


High.  Fire  hazarcMj^  explos  ive 
in  the  unit. 


impacts 
of »  trespass  fuelbreak 
future  fire  suppresskH^^— 
efforts  will  be-g^a£upen—  ' 
naturalness^and  will  require 
extensive  rehabilitation. 


WSA 


Alternative  Five:  A  Proposed  Action 
Resource      Activity 


Impact 


Significance 


Agua  Tibia 
(Suitable  - 
360  acres) 

Beauty  Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
6,190  acres) 


(Nonsui table 
5,152  acres) 


All 


All  except  for 
Wilderness 


Wilderness 


All 


Manageability 


See  Alternative  2. 


See  Alternative  3. 


Wilderness  resources  are 


a^ji*«*»Aa^y 


See  Alternative  1, 


HJ^^egree^f^enh-anccmGnt  of- 
mageability^  Genf-l±€is--*id_th_, 


othee-r-csourcos  arc  mi-aimi-zed-, 

-  Enforcement  is  enhanced 
due  to  the  high  percentage 
of  the  boundary  that  can 
be  readily  identified  in 
the  field. 

-  No  inholdings  exist. 


/Rehabilitation  is  minimized 
by  deleting  the  area  with 
concentrated  mining  activity. 
Access  to  the  WSAs,   inhold- 
ings is  assured,  but  not 
through  the  proposed 
wilderness  area^F. 
Areas  have  been  deleted 


wh  ich^plrov'Jffiing 


and  primitive  recreation  o^l  o* 
is=iBap£aefcieal  because  of 
their  s-ize  and- configuration. 


Hauser  Mountain 
(Nonsuitable  - 
5,489  acres) 

Western  Otay 
Mountain 
(Suitable  - 
5,615  acres) 


All 


See  Alternative  1 


See  Alternative  3, 


Alternative  Five:  //Proposed  Action 


we  a 

Resource 

Activity 

Impact 

Significance 

(Nonsuitable  - 
136  acres) 

All 

See  Alternative  3. 

Southern  Otay 
Mountain 
(Suitable  - 

All   except  for 
Wilderness 

See  Alternative  3 

5,609  acres) 

Wilderness 

Manageability 

Wilderness  resources  are    tw***~^« 
-pr-otee£ed-r-                              ' 

High.     Fire  hazard   is 
explosive  in  the  unit. 

Adverse  impacts  of  future 
fire  suppression  efforts 
will  fee  great^upenT^uralness 
and  will  require  major  rehabil- 
itation. 

That  portion  ofyWSA  that 
was  almost  isolated  by 
private  land  has  been 
deleted. 

(Nonsuitable  - 
2,332  acres) 

All 

See  Alternative  3. 

GLOSSARY 


AREAS  OF  CRITICAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN  (ACEC) :  Areas  within  the  public  lands 
where  special  management  attention  is  required  (when  such  areas  are  developed  or 
used  or  where  no  development  is  required)  to  protect  and  prevent  irreparable 
damage  to  important  historic,  cultural,  or  scenic  values,  fish^  and  wildlife 
resources  or  other  natural  systems  or  processes,  or  to  protect  life  and  safety 
from  natural  hazards. 


the 


BACKGROUND:  The  area  of  visual  zone  which  lies  beyond 
ground,  usually  from  a  minimum  of  3-5  miles  to  a  maximim 
Atmospheric  conditions  in  some  areas  may  limit  the  maximum 
extend  it  beyond  15  miles. 


CAMPSITES:  Areas  of  permanent  habitation  (villages),  and  temporary  camps, 
to  be  located  near  water  near  utilized  resources. 


foreground-middle- 
of  about  15  miles, 
to  about  8  miles  or 


Tend 


CERAMIC  SCATTER:  Broken  ceramic  sherds,  either  isolated  or 


CHERRY  STEM:  Fingerlike  intrusions  into  a  WSA  which  are  not  themselves  part  of 
the  WSA  (for  example,  an  access  road). 

A  sample-oriented  field  inventory  of  cultural 


in  quantity. 


CLASS  II  CULTURAL  INVENTORY: 
resources. 


CLIMAX  COMMUNITY:  A  biotic  community  which  gain  essentially  permanent  occupancy 


of  a  habitat  and  perpetuates  itself  there  indefinitely 


unless  disturbed  by 


outside  forces  (from  Duabenmire,  Plant  Communities,  1968,  p.  25). 

COLOR:  The  property  of  reflecting  light  of  a  particular  wavelength  that  enables 
the  eye  to  differentiate  otherwise  unidentifiable  objects. 

CONTIGUOUS:  Lands  or  legal  subdivisions  having  a  common  boundary;  lands  having 
only  a  common  corner  are  not  contiguous. 

CONTRAST:  The  effect  of  a  striking  difference  in  the  form,  line,  color,  or 
texture  of  an  area  being  viewed. 

CONTRAST  RATING:  A  method  of  determining  the  extend  of  visual  impact  of  an 
existing  or  proposed  activity  which  will  modify  any  landscape  feature. 

CROSS-COUNTRY:  Refers  to  travel  that  is  not  on  existing  access  routes  (ways  and 
trails)  and  does  not  involve  any  surface  disturbance  other  than  that  caused 
solely  by  the  passage  of  vehicles. 


CUMULATIVE  IMPACT:   The  aggregate  impact  of  existing  and 
Individual  intrusions  when  considered  by  themselves  may 
suitability;  however,  when  combined  with  other  existing 
tially  unnoticeable  impacts,  the  total  effect  may  be  su 
area's  suitability  for  preservation  as  a  wilderness. 


G-l 


proposed  activities, 
not  impair  wilderness 
and   proposed  substan- 

ficient   to   impair    an 


DISPERSED  RECREATION  USE:  Recreation  use  that  occurs  outside  developed  recrea- 
tion sites. 

ENHANCEMENT:  A  short-term  management  alternative  accomplished  to  increase 
visual  variety  where  little  or  no  variety  exists  at  present. 

ETHNOGRAPHY:  The  anthropological  description  of  living  cultures. 

FLPMA:  The  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  (Public  Law  94-579, 
90  Stat  2743,  43  USC  1701). 

FOREGROUND-MI DDLEGROUND:  The  area  visible  from  a  travel  route  or  use  area  to  a 
distance  of  3-5  miles.  The  outer  boundary  of  this  zone  is  defined  as  the  point 
where  texture  and  form  of  individual  plants  is  no  longer  apparent  in  the  land- 
scape -  vegetation  is  apparent  only  in  patters  or  outline. 

FORM:  The  mass  of  an  object (s)  that  appears  unified. 

HABITAT  TYPE:  The  collective  area,  occupied  by  one  vegetative  association, 
which  is  the  product  of  all  ecological  factors  (soil,  climate,  topography,  etc.) 
which  produce  it. 

IMPACT:  The  effect,  influence,  alteration,  or  imprint  of  an  activity. 

IMPAIR:  To  diminish  in  value  or  excellence. 

INTERMITTENT  STREAM:  A  stream  that  does  not  flow  year  round,  but  is  period- 
ically dry. 

INTRUSION:  A  feature  (land,  vegetation,  or  structure)  which  is  generally 
considered  out  of  context  with  the  characteristic  landscape. 

LANDSCAPE  CHARACTER:  The  arrangement  of  a  particular  landscape  as  formed  by  the 
variety  and  intensity  of  the  basic  elements  of  form,  line,  color,  and  texture. 

LINE:  A  point  which  has  been  extended;  anything  arranged  in  a  row  or  sequence. 

LITHIC:  Pertaining  to  stone. 

LITHIC  SCATTER:  The  occurrence  of  flaked  stone  tools  and  flakes,  from  isolates 
to  a  large,  dense  scatter.  Generally  workshop  areas,  sometimes  associated  with 
quarries. 

LITTER:  Surface  layer  or  loose  organic  debris  consisting  of  freshly  fallen  or 
slightly  decomposed  organic  materials. 

MANAGEMENT  FRAMEWORK  PLAN  (MFP) :  Land  use  plan  for  public  lands  that  provides  a 
set  of  goals,  objectives,  and  constraints  for  a  specific  planning  unit  to  guide 
the  development  of  detailed  plans  for  the  management  of  each  resource.  The 
planning  process  is  divided  into  three  steps.  Specialists  prepare  management 
recommendations  for  their  respective  resources  in  step  one.  The  manager, 
through  a  conflict  resolution  process,  develops  a  proposed  plan  from  the  recom- 
mendations in  step  two.  The  final  decision  to  adopt  a  plan  is  made  in  step 
three. 


G-2 


MILLING  SITES:   Isolated  or  groups  of  mortars  or  metals, 
used  to  process  some  types  of  plants. 


MITIGATION:   Measures  taken  to  minimize  or  eliminate 
constitute  a  real  and  committed  action  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 


adverse 


the 


MULTIPLE  USE:  "...the  management  of  the  public  lands  and 
values  so  that  they  are  utilized  in  the  combination  that 
present  and  future  needs  of  the  American  people;  making 
of  the  land  for  some  or  all  of  these  resources  or  related 
large  enough  to  provide  sufficient  latitude  for  periodic 
conform  to  changing  needs  and  conditions;  the  use  of  some 
of  the  resources;  a  combination  of  balanced  and  diverse 
into  account  the  long-term  needs  of  future  generations  for 
newable  resources,  including,  but  not  limited  to  recreat[ 
minerals,  watershed,  wildlife  and  fish,  and  natural 
historical  values;  and  harmonious  and  coordinated  manag 
resources  without  permanent  impairment  of  the  productivity 
quality  of  the  environment  with  consideration  being  given 
of  the  resources  and  not  necessarily  to  the  combination  of 
the  greatest  economic  return  or  the  greatest  unit  output. 
FLPMA). 


the 


4*j 
land 


resource 


scenic 


ement 


to 


OFF-ROAD  VEHICLE  (ORV) :   Any  motorized  vehicle  designed 
cross-country  travel  on  or  immediately  over  land,  water,  sand 
swampland,  or  other  terrain. 


PLANT  COMMUNITY:   The  collective  area,  occupied  by  one 
association,  which  is  the  product  of  all  ecological  factors 
topography,  etc.)  which  produce  it. 


PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  RECREATION: 
outdoor  recreational  activities. 


RIPARIAN:  Situated  on  or  pertaining  to  the  bank  of  a  st 
water.  Used  to  refer  to  the  plants  of  all  types  that  grow 
springs,  etc. 


ROADLESS  AREA:   (1)  A  BLM  administered  area  bounded  by  a 
the  physical  change  that  creates  the  road  or  the  adjacent 
way,  other  ownership,  or  water,  as  a  boundary.   (2)  A  formally 
of  California  administered  area  that  is  equivalent  to 
areas . 


federal 


ROASTING  PITS:   Rock-lined  pits,  where  plants  (mainly  ag^ve)  were  processed, 

ROCKSHELTERS :   Small  rock  overhangs,  caves  usually  found 
may  contain  perishables. 

ROCKART/ROCK  ALIGNMENTS:  Rock  art  including  pictographs  arjd  petroglyphs,  stove 
circles  and  rock  walls. 


G-3 


bedrock  or  portable 


impacts. 
Management . 


They 


lr  various  resource 

will  best  meet  the 

most  judicious  use 

services  over  areas 

iustments  in  use  to 

for  less  than  all 

uses  that  takes 

renewable  and  nonre- 

i  on ,  range ,  t  imber , 

scientific  and 

of  the  various 

of  the  land  and  the 

the  relative  values 

uses  that  will  give 

(From  section  103, 


for  or  capable  of 
I,  snow,  ice,  marsh, 


or  more  vegetation 
(soil,  climate, 


Nonmotorized  and  nondeveloped  types  of 


tream 


or  other  body  of 
along  streams,  around 


road 


using  the  edge  of 

e^dge  of  the  right-of- 

designated  State 

wilderness  study 


SCENIC  QUALITY:  The  quality  of  the  scenery  as  determined  through  the  use  of  the 
scenic  evaluation  process. 

SOLITUDE:  (1)  The  state  of  being  alone  or  remote  from  habitations;  isolation. 
(2)  A  lonely,  unfrequented,  or  secluded  place. 

SUBSTANTIALLY  UNNOTICEABLE :  Refers  to  something  that  either  is  so  insignificant 
as  to  be  only  a  very  minor  feature  of  the  overall  area  or  is  not  distinctly 
recognizable  by  the  average  visitor  as  being  marinade  or  man-caused  because  of 
age,  weathering,  or  biological  change.  An  example  of  the  first  would  be  a  few 
minor  dams  or  abandoned  mine  buildings  that  are  widely  scattered  over  a  large 
area,  so  that  they  are  in  an  inconspicious  part  of  the  scene.  Serious  intru- 
sions of  this  kind,  or  many  of  them,  may  preclude  inclusion  of  the  land  in  a 
wilderness  study  area.  (See  also  "Cumulative  Impact",  above.)  An  example  of 
the  second  would  be  an  old  juniper  control  project  that  has  grown  up  to  a 
natural  appearance,  the  old  fallen  trees  largely  decomposed. 

TEXTURE:  The  visual  result  of  the  tactile  surface  characteristics  of  an  object. 

UNNECESSARY  OR  UNDUE  DEGRADATION:  Impacts  greater  than  those  that  would  nor- 
mally be  expected  from  an  activity  being  accomplished  in  compliance  with  current 
standards  and  regulations  and  based  on  sound  practices,  including  use  of  the 
best  reasonably  available  technology. 

VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  (VRM) :  The  planning,  design,  and  implementation  of 
visual  resource  management  classes  for  all  BLM  resource  management  activities. 

VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  (VRM)  CLASSES:  The  degree  of  alternation  that  is 
acceptable  with  the  characteristic  landscape.  The  classes  are  based  upon  the 
physical  and  sociological  characteristics  of  any  given  homogeneous  area. 

VISUAL  SENSITIVITY  LEVEL:  An  index  of  the  relative  importance  of  value  of 
visual  response  to  an  area  in  relation  to  other  areas. 

WATERSHED:  The  area  drained  by  a  principal  river  or  stream  system. 

WILDERNESS  AREA:  (1)  An  area  formally  designated  by  Congress  as  part  of  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System.  (2)  An  area  formally  designated  as 
part  of  the  State  of  California's  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

WILDERNESS  INVENTORY:  An  evaluation  of  the  public  lands  in  the  form  of  a 
written  description  and  map  showing  those  lands  that  meet  the  wilderness  cri- 
teria as  established  under  section  603(a)  of  FLPMA  and  section  2(c)  of  the 
Wilderness  Act,  which  will  be  referred  to  as  wilderness  study  areas  (WSAs).  See 
Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook,  dated  Septaiiber  27,  1978. 

WILDERNESS  NON-SUITABILITY:  A  management  recommendation,  based  on  the  applica- 
tion of  wilderness  suitability  criteria,  that  the  best  use  of  the  resources 
comprising  a  Wilderness  Study  Area  would  be  met  without  designation  of  the  WSA 
as  a  component  of  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System,  permitting  uses 
which  might  not  necessarily  be  comparable  with  wilderness  values. 
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WILDERNESS  REPORTING:  The  process  of  preparing  the  report  on  each  wilderness 
study  area  and  submitting  that  report  to  the  President  and  Congress  through  the 
Department  of  the  Interior. 

WILDERNESS  REVIEW  PROGRAM:  The  term  used  to  cover  the  entire  process  of  wilder- 
ness inventory,  study,  and  reporting  for  the  wilderness  resource,  culminating  in 
recommendations  submitted  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Presi- 
dent to  Congress  as  to  the  suitability  or  non-suitability^  of  each  wilderness 
study  area  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 


WILDERNESS  STUDY:  The  process  of  analyzing  and  planning  wi 
opportunities  along  with  other  resource  opportunities 
Planning  System. 


lderness  preservation 
within  the  Bureau's 


WILDERNESS  SUITABILITY:  A  management  recommendation,  based  on  the  application 
of  wilderness  suitability  criteria,  that  the  best  use  of  the  resources  compri- 
sing a  Wilderness  Study  Area  would  be  designation  of  the  WSA  as  a  component  of 
the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX  A 

OTAY  MOUNTAIN:  PARTIAL  LIST  OF  RARE,  ENDANGERED, 
AND  THREATENED  PLANTS 


Rare  and  Endangered  Plants 

1.  Fremontodendron  mexanum 

2.  Brodiaea  orcuttii 

3.  Dichondra  occidentalis 

4.  Calamagrostis  densa 

5.  Arctostaphlos  otayensis 

6.  Calochortus  dunii 

7.  Monadella  Sypoleuca  ssp.  lanata 

8.  Solanum  tenuilobatun 

9.  Ferrocactus  viridescens 

10.  Caulanthus  stenocarpus 

11.  Acanthanintha  ilicifolia 

12.  Eryngiim  aristulatum 

13.  Hemizonia  floribunda 

14.  Hemigonia  conyugens 

15.  Muilla  crevlandil 

16.  Nolina  Inter rata~~ 

17.  Pogogyne  nudiuscula 

18 .  Ribes  canthar if orme 


Sensitive  Plants 

1.  Cuppressus  guadolupensis  ssp.  forbesii 

2 .  Chamaebatia  austral is 


3.  Lepechinia  gander i 

4.  Stipia  diegoensis 

5.  Cordy Ian thus  orcuttianus 
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APPENDIX  B 


The  wilderness  values  of  the  WSAs  were  sunmarized  in 
Inventory;  Public  Lands  Administered  by  BLM  California 


nia  Desert  Conservation  Area;  Wilderness,  December  WW.       Following  are 


the  Final  Intensive 
Outside  the  Califor- 


those  summaries: 


CA-060-002,  Agua  Tibia 


PHYSICAL  BOUNDARIES 


This  roadless  area  contains  SE  1/4,  E  1/2  of  SW  1/4, 
of  SW  1/4,  Section  20,  T.  8  S.,  R.  1  W.  It  is  bounded 
Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area  in  the  Cleveland  National  Forest, 


Section  19;  and  W  1/2 
on  the  south  by  the 


II   LAND  OWNERSHIP 

The  parcel  is  360  acres  (7/16  section)  of  public  owned 
Bureau  of  Land  Management.  The  entire  unit  is  a  proposed 
area. 


land  managed  by  the 
wilderness  study 


III  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


The 


Steep,  heavily  vegetated  slopes  comprise  the  area, 
elevation  of  2,581  feet.  Vegetation  is  a  dense  chapar 
including  chamise,  scrub  oak,  sugar  bush,  and  California 
Creek  bisects  the  extreme  lower  southwest  portion. 


major  peak  has  an 

ral  plant  community, 

lilac.  Pechanga 


IV   NATURAL  CONDITION 

The  area  appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by  tihe  forces  of  nature 
with  the  imprint  of  man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable 


V.   OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A  PRIMITIVE 


AND  UNCONFINED  TYPE 


OF  RECREATION 

Due  to  the  steep  topography  and  dense  vegetation,   oppc^rt 
tude  or  a  primitive  and  unconfined  type  of  recreation 
adjacent  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness  Area  enhances  these  oppotrt 


VI   SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 


unities  for  soli- 
are  available.  The 
unities. 


Most  comments  agreed  with  BLM's  findings. 
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CA-060-020G,  Beauty  Mountain  G 

I  PHYSICAL  BOUNDARIES 

Nonpublic  lands  border  the  unit  on  the  south,  west,  and  north.  The  Cooper- 
Cienega  Truck  Trail  borders  the  unit  on  the  east. 

II  LAND  OWNERSHIP 

The  proposed  wilderness  study  area  contains  11,342  acres  of  public  land  and 
encompasses  1,341  acres  of  private  land. 

III  DESCRIPTION  OF  ENVIRONMENT 

The  area  consists  of  rough,  rugged,  and  steep  mountainsides.  The  predom- 
inant features  of  the  unit  are  Beauty  Mountain  and  Iron  Spring  Mountain. 
The  predominant  vegetative  cover  is  chaparral. 

IV  NATURAL  CONDITIONS 

Essentially  this  unit  is  in  a  natural  condition.  However,  a  few  breaks  in 
the  vegetation  show  man's  past  presence.  Access  routes  still  lead  to  a  few 
inactive  mining  sites  within  the  unit.  These  routes  are  eroded  and  have 
not  been  maintained  for  several  years.  The  routes  are  difficult  to  tra- 
verse even  with  a  four-wheel  drive  vehicle;  therefore,  these  routes  are 
classified  as  ways.  Twisting  valleys  and  dense  chaparral  prevent  seeing 
all  but  small  portions  of  these  access  routes  at  any  one  time.  The  major 
intrusion  in  the  unit  is  the  Pawnee  Mine  (patented)  and  associated  access 
road.  Several  buildings  remain  from  former  operations.  The  buildings  and 
tailings  cannot  be  seen  from  farther  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  Thus, 
the  intrusion  is  considered  to  be  substantially  unnoticeable.  Immediately 
adjacent  to  the  mine's  access  road  are  numerous  mining  claim  stakes. 
Because  the  mine  is  patented,  the  mine  area  and  the  associated  access  road 
have  been  encompassed  by  the  proposed  wilderness  study  area. 

V    OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A  PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  TYPE 
OF  RECREATION 


The  ruggedness  of  the  terrain  and  occasional  overlooks  of  small  sections  of 
the  unit  provide  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  solitude.  Dense  chaparral 
provides  a  screen  from  other  users.  The  deteriorating  trails  within  the 
proposed  wilderness  study  area  provide  routes  for  hiking,  photogrphy,  and 
nature  studies. 
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VI   SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

Public  comments  have  questioned  procedures  of  using 
units,  not  treating  solitude  and  primitive  recreatiojn 
application  of  "small"  to  various  sized  units.   Some 
intent,  others  through  disorientation,  mentioned  roads 
tory  that  disqualified  the  unit  as  wilderness.  Many 
that  pertain  to  how  the  land  should  be  best  used 
mining,  land  exchanges,  fire  control  methods,  and  wi 
The  Pawnee  Mine  and  access  road  were  frequently  ci 
wilderness. 


roads  to  subdivide 

synonymou  sly ,  and 

individuals  through 

outside  the  inven- 

comments  were  received 

(e.g.,    rockhounding, 

ldlif e  management) . 

as  conflicts  with 


ited 


The  many  comments  concerning  how  to  manage  the  unit  a 
considerations.   The  procedural  comments,  if  followed 
ignoring  the  intent  and  mandates  of  Congress.   Comm 
outside  the  unit,  sights  and  sound  doctrine,  were  not 
unit. 


CA-060-027C,  Hauser  Mountain 


pply  to  study  phase 

,   would  require 

fents    about    features 

used  to  evaluate  the 


PHYSCIAL  BOUNDARIES 


State 


The  unit  is  bounded  by  nonpublic  lands  on  the  east, 

south,  the  Harris  Road  to  the  west,  and  intensive  inventory 

027B  to  the  north. 


II   LAND  OWNERSHIP 


The  entire  unit  is  composed  of  public  lands, 
area,  which  includes  the  entire  intensive 


The  proposed 
unit, 


III  DESCRIPTION  OF  ENVIRONMENT 


The  vegetation  varies  from  chaparral  and  live  oak  to 
plateau  areas  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  unit  extend 
steep,  rocky  mountain  slopes.   The  area  is  activel)' 


IV   NATURAL  CONDITION 


A  few  unmaintained  trails  and  some  barbed  wire  fences 
but  are  substantially  unnoticeable  and  do  not  sign  if  {<. 
the  naturalness  of  the  area. 
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Highway  94  to  the 
unit  CA-060- 


contains 


wilderness  study 
5,489    acres. 


grass.      The  rolling 

south  and  east  to 

grazed  by  cattle. 


exist  in  the  area, 
antly  detract  from 


V.   OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A  PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  TYPE 
OF  RECREATION 

The  dense  vegetation,  limited  legal  access,  and  rolling  to  steep  topography 
will  effectively  screen  users  from  one  another,  providing  opportunities  for 
both  solitude  and  primitive  or  unconfined  type  of  recreation. 

VI   SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

The  public  has  expressed  the  following  varied  viewpoints.  Concurrence  with 
BUM  findings.  The  area  should  be  maintained  for  grazing  use.  Rehabilita- 
tion will  eliminate  the  signs  of  man. 

The  comments  either  pertain  to  the  wilderness  study  phase  or  contain  no 
additional  information. 


CA-060-028,  Western  Otay  Mountain 

I  PHYSICAL  BOUNDARIES 

The  California  Department  of  Forestry  firebreak  and  truck  trail  form  the 
west  and  north  boundaries.  Nonpublic  land  and  the  Mexican  border  form  the 
east  and  south  boundaries. 

II  LAND  OWNERSHIP 

The  intensive  inventory  unit  consists  of  5,750  acres  of  public  land  that 
encompass  167  acres  of  private  land.  The  proposed  wilderness  study  area 
includes  the  entire  intensive  inventory  unit. 

III  DESCRIPTION  OF  ENVIRONMENT 

A  majority  of  the  unit  is  covered  with  a  chaparral  type  of  vegetation. 
Stands  of  Tecate  Cypress,  a  rare  and  endangered  plant  species,  can  be  found 
scattered  throughout  the  unit.  The  steep  mountain  slopes  have  a  north- 
westerly aspect  cut  by  several  small  drainages. 

IV  NATURAL  CONDITION 


With    the   exception   of   an  access  road   to  a  nonpublic   land   inholding,    the 
•*  unit    is    in  a   natural   condition.      The  dense   vegetation  and   steep   slopes 
discourage   any   foot   or  vehicle  access   into  the  interior  of   the  unit. 
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5, 


access  into  the  interior  of  the  area.   A  patented  mine  located  in  the 


extreme  northeast  corner  of  the  unit  has  been  excluded 
wilderness  study  area. 


From  the  potential 


V    OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SOLITUDE  OR  A  PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  TYPE 


OF  RECREATION 

The  remoteness  of  the  area,  the  steep  mountainsides, 
and  the  dense  vegetation  insure  the  user  a  primitive 
with  a  high  degree  of  solitude. 


the 


recreat 


VI   SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

The   public   has    expressed    the    following    varied    vi 
Cypress  is  a  rare  plant  and  should  be  protected.     Excelleht 
with    the   unit's    scenic    vistas.       Existing   roads    and 
should    be   maintained.       Several    comments    did    concur 


iewpoints 


The    Tecate 

hiking  combines 

communication   sites 

th    BLM    findings. 


wi 


Most  of  the  comments  expressed  study  phase  concerns, 
sites  and  roads  mentioned  are  in  a  developed  right-o 
inventory  unit. 


The  public  has  expressed  a  broad  spectrum  of  opinion  r 
suitability.   General  sentiments  have  been  in  favor  of 
Tibia  WSA  as  an  addition  to  the  USFS  Agua  Tibia  Wilderness 
opposition  has  been  expressed.   Beauty  Mountain  and 
have  been  subject  to  conflicting  public  views.   The 
and  against  wilderness  designation  is  evenly  split.  An 
support  has  been  expressed  for  the  protection  of  rare 
threatened  plant  species  located  on  the  two  Otay  Mount 
of  protection  is  subject  to  argument  as  to  whether 
designation  is  best.  These  two  WSAs  are  politically  the 
volatile  areas  in  the  WCWSP. 


The  formulation  of  alternatives  is  based  upon  mandated 
Wilderness"  and  "No  Wilderness  (No  Change)."  The  options 
and  for  no  change  are  identical  under  this  alternative. 
ment/Partial  Wilderness"  alternative  is  used  to  reflect 
other  management  styles  for  Southern  and  Western  Otay  Mountain 
ACEC-research  Natural  Areas).   Partial  wilderness  is 
this  heading  for  the  convenience  of  using  Table  2  to 
tives  in  a  matrix  format.  A  "Partial  Wilderness"  alternai 
prepared. 


The  partial  wilderness  alternatives  have  been  formulated 
reduce  the  conflicts  between  resources,  manageability 
issues.   In  the  case  of  Agua  Tibia  and  Hauser  Mountain 
configuration,  and  topography  precludes  any  partial  wi 
that  would  provide  a  viable  wilderness  experience. 
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